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Why did Yaacov apologize? 

We have survived Lavan, and we will 
survive Eisav too. Our parsha opens in-
between the both of them, with Yaacov 
sending messengers to his brother, 
Edom. 

He prepares an eloquent speech for the 
messengers to say to Eisav. What did he 
say? 

דע  רחאו  יתרג  ןבל  בקעי עם  ךדבע  רמא  הכ 
התע  

Thus says your servant, Yaacov, I have 
been living with Yaacov and running late. 

Why is it so important to know that he 
was late? Did they fix a time to meet, and 
Yaacov didn’t make it? There is a rule in 
life: don’t apologize for something you 
don’t need to apologize about. Why is he 
apologizing, and what about? 

Lavan’s speciality 

There is a message here that must be 
learnt in two ways. Yaacov is telling Eisav 
a bit about Lavan, things that maybe he 

heard from his mother, Rivka, about his 
uncle. Lavan’s speciality is to prevent 
things from happening. Twenty years he 
held me up: seven years, another seven 
years, when I left in the end he ran after 
me to ask why I didn’t stay a bit more. He 
wanted to kiss my children, not out of 
love, but to keep them from leaving. 

Don’t make me late 

Yaacov wants Eisav to remember the 
story of their mother Rivka’s shidduch. 
When grandfather Avraham sent his 
servant Eliezer to Haran. Lavan was so 
happy to hear Eliezer saying 

ָָצי' ֖ה-ֵמ  …רָ֑בָּדַה א֣

This  came  from God 

But then he changed his mind and said 

ךלת רחא  רושע  וא  םימי  ונתא  רענה  ֵב  ׁשֵּת  

Let the girl stay here for a day or ten days 
and then leave 

Then Eliezer answers, with the first use of 
the word in the Torah: 

 ..יִּ֑כְרַּד ַחיְִ֣לצִה' ֖הַ-ו יִֹ֔תא ּו֣רֲחַֽאְּת לַא



 

 

Don’t make me late, God made me 
succesful. 

Only now does Yaacov understand what 
Eliezer said and wants to tell Eisav. Lavan 
has the power to delay. Seven years, 
then another seven years. Even so, not 
Lavan, or anyone else, including 
you,Yaacov tells Eisav, has the power to 
stop me reaching my final destination. I 
am returning to Erez Yisrael to build from 
the stone I left as a sign and make it  a 
house for God. There may be some 
delays on the way, seven or two 
thousand years, but still he can only 
delay, not stop me. I lived with Lavan and 
he delayed, not stopped me 

The Eternal people are not afraid of a 
long path 

If we look deeper we can see another 
message. Delays are bad sometimes, but 
can’t be helped. Even so, the meeting 
between us, Yaacov tells Eisav, even if we 
want to to things fast, we may be 
delayed. In the last twenty years I have 
learnt the virtue of patience. Even if 
things are delayed, I dont give up  

The Eternal people are not afraid of a 
long path, when the brothers finally 
meet, Eisav tells Yaacov 

Iֶּֽדְֶגנְל הָ֖כְלְֵאו  הָכֵֵ֑לְנו  הָ֣עְִסנ  . 

Let’s travel and go together 

Yaacov tells him that the process will 
have to be slower 

יִּ֗טִאְל  הָ֣לֲֽהַנְתֶֽא  ִנֲֽאַו  י֞ ֹוּ֑דְבַע  יֵ֣נְפִל  יִֹ֖נדֲא  אָ֥נ  רָבֲֽעַי 
דַ֛ע  םיִ֔דְָליַה  לֶגֶ֣רְלּו  ֙יַנָפְל  רֶׁשֲא  הָ֤כאָלְּמַה  לֶגֶ֨רְל 

הָריִֽעֵׂש יִֹ֖נדֲא  לֶא  ֹבָא  א֥ רֶׁשֲא  . 

My master (Eisav) will go in front of his 
Servant (Yaacov). I will continue slowly 
because of the work I have to do, and 
because of the children, until I reach you 
at your home of Seir 

Not to lose hope because of delays on 
the way 

Until we reach the goal of  םיעישומ ולעיו 
ושע  רה  תא  טופשל  ןויצ  רהב  - the victorious 
will reign in Mt. Zion, to judge the 
mountain of Eisav, we have learnt 
patience ,  התע דע  רחאו  , I have been 
delayed 

Lavan can’t delay Yaacov. Lavan’s task is 
to teach us that even when things are 
running late, not to give up. The final 
goal will be fulfilled and the victorious 
will rise on Mt Zion to judge the 
mountain of Eisav.
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