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Parshat Vayera  5789 
By Rav Mordechai Elon (edited and translated by his students)  

As He had said 

This week we read the pasuk that opens the reading for Rosh Hashana and stresses that 
everything comes from God: 
1. ֽרֵּבִּד רֶׁ֥שֲֽאַּכ הָ֖רָׂשְל  ' ַַּיו רָ֑מָא רֶׁ֣שֲֽאַּכ הָ֖רָׂש ֛ה ַׂשע֧ תֶא דַ֥קָּפ  ַֽו-֛ה'   

And God remembered Sarah as he said, and he did for Sarah as he had said 

Last week Avram was promised a very special blessing  
2. ֽהָמָדֲאָה תֹ֥חְּפְׁשִמ לֹּ֖כ ָ֔ךְב ּו֣כְרְִבְנו  . 

And all the families of Earth will be blessed via you 

Blessing הכרב  is like היבר  having children, and this is the main meaning of this specific 
blessing. We should take note of the following point: Avraham comes to Canaan after years in 

Haran, in which he taught the world about God, and was part of two unfortunate international 
events. The first with Pharaoh in Egypt and the second with Avimelech the king of Gerar. In 

both stories Avraham, whom “the families of the world will be blessed via” causes barrenness, 
the opposite of the blessing! Avraham’s number one export to the world is barrenness  
3 ... ְךֶלֶ֑מיִבֲא תיֵ֣בְל םֶחֶ֖ר ַעְּב  ָלּכ ד֥  ' ֔ה ַ֙רָצע רָֹ֤צע ֽיִּכ   

As God had closed all the wombs of Avimelech’s house 

As He told Avimelech in a dream. The same with Pharoah. This is the legacy Avraham brings 
to Caanan. In parshat Noach, before Avraham, there were no fertility problems, and people 
had children with no problem. 

“And he begat … and she gave birth.. these are the offsprings”  

Until Sarai 
4. ָל ןיֵ֥א הָ֑רֲָקע יַ֖רָׂש יִ֥הְַּתו ֽדָָלו ּה֖  

And Sarai was barren, without a child 

God tells Avram that via him the world will be blessed, and then other nations suffer 
barrenness!  Avraham and Sarah are to teach the world the meaning of being “blessed via 
you”. The world has been in	existance	for two thousand years. Until the deluge and Migdal 
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bavel everyone had given birth, but the word hadn’t yet justified its existence. People were 
born, lived a thousand years and…. 

The world hadn’t yet learnt that ודבלמ דוע ןיא , there is none but He, that He will make Sarah 

fertile, He will do as He had promised. 

When God warned Avimelech, he didn’t just close the wombs. All orifices were blocked. We 
say in the bracha of Asher Yetzar that god created us with  

...םִילּולֲח םיִלּולֲח  םיִבְָקנ םיִבְָקנ  

Hollow parts and orifices 

Everything got blocked to teach the world that nothing should be taken for granted. In order 
for people to understand that 
5. םיִֹֽהלֱא ֹו֖תֹא רֶּ֥בִּד ָנְֻקזִל ןֵּ֖ב םָ֛הָרְבַאְל הָ֧רָׂש דֶלֵַּ֨תו ֩רַהַַּ֩תו  ֵעֹוַּמל וי֑ רֶׁשֲא ד֕  

And Sarah became pregnant, and gave a son to Avraham in her old age, at the time God 

had told her 

This	a miracle and happens just as “God had told her”. 

On Friday nights Jewish women and girls are blessed  
6. הָאְֵלו לֵחָר הָקְבִר הָרְָׂשּכ םיִֹהלֱא ְךֵמיְִׂשי  

May God make you like Sarah, Rivka, Rachel and Leah 

A list of barren women! This is what we wish for our wives and daughters? What we must 
know is the knowledge that everything comes from God, this is the message. This is the 
meaning of “and the whole world will be blessed via you” . When Avimelech sees	this he 
understands, turns to Avraham and says: 
7. ֶנָפְל בֵֽׁש ָך֖יֶנֵיעְּב בֹוּ֥טַּב ָךי֑ ֵּנִה ִצְרַא ה֥ .. י֖  

My land is before you, take what you want and return 

Pharoah understands too, and is worried for his people. He tells Avraham 
8. ֵּנִה ְֽךֵָלו חַ֥ק ָ֖ךְּתְׁשִא ה֥ ...  

Here is your wife, take her and leave 

But still he gives him his daughter, Hagar ,so that birth will not be just a medical matter, so 

that we will understand that all stems from God’s will. This is the deep meaning of the blessing  

The blessing was “via you and your offsprings” When Avraham became “a father of many 

nations” he passed this ability to his children. It is our task in life to teach and realise that 
nothing should be taken for granted. Birth, good health, breaths are all “ רמא רשאכ ” “As He had 

said”. 
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