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Parshat Bereshit  5789 

By Rav Mordechai Elon (edited and translated by his students)  

Self-creation 

Two verses basically sum up the whole parsha 

וֹ  ֥ה ֹאתּֽ ְד֥מּות ֱאֹלִהֹ֖ים ָעש ָ ם ּבִ א ֱאֹלִהי֙ם ָאָדֵ֔ ֹרֹ֤ ֗יֹום ּבְ ם ּבְ ת ָאָדָ֑ ֹוְלֹדֹ֖ ֶפר ּתּֽ ה ס ֵ֔ ֶ֣ א ֶאת .זֶ ְקָרֹ֤ ם ַוּיִ ֶרְך ֹאָת֗ ָרָאָ֑ם ַוְיָבֶ֣ ָבֹ֖ה ּבְ  ָזָכ֥ר ּוְנק 
ם ְרָאּֽ ּֽ ֹום ִהּבָ יֹ֖ ם ּבְ ָמ֙ם ָאָדֵ֔  1.ש ְ

This is the book of the  history of man.—On they day  God created man, He made him in the likeness of 

God;male and female He created them. And on the day they were created, He blessed them and called them 

Man 

Rashi explains  

 זו היא ספירת תולדת אדם.

This is the story of the history of man 

What is the story? 

We will try and divide up the verse: (a) He made them in His image (b) He made them male and female (c) 

He called them man on the day He created them. Three terms : in the image of God, "male and female" and 

called "man". 

What does it mean "on the day they were created", why is this written if the Torah has already told us "on 

the day God created".  

What is meant by the term "in God's image"? Many have written about this idea, but what is the simple 

meaning  of the text? Finally, what is added by telling us man was created male and female? The same is 

true of horses and mosquitos. 

Let's read the commentary of Rabbi Shlomo Radomsky (The Tifferet Shlomo) who will revolutionize not 

only   how we read the text but also our lives: 

God's image is a compass, a "Waze" that God planted in in man, in order for him to be ultimately called 

"man". In the words of the Tifferet Shlomo: 

Man is not called man until he reaches his destiny, divine service, as it is written "(Only) You are called man 

(and not the  nations)" . In the beginning he is  'male and female' like the rest of creation. But, he is similar 

to his creator, from whom perfection comes, and nothing is as perfect as He. For man also, perfection 

depends on how much he understands, as if he himself (man)  created this level of being 'man'. This is the 
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meaning of "And he created man in His image" – just as the divine perfection is because of His essence, so is 

man's. "And he called him man on the day he created him" in other words on the day he reached completion 

of the level of being called man, in other words man created himself 

"In God's image" means that God planted in us the potential to be in His image, meaning that his 

completeness depends on himself only. Man can do much in life, but still be only "unfulfilled potential". He 

may be an "angel" or "neshoma" according to his mother, but no more than "male or female", like the rest 

of creation. He will be like, or even less than, them as he has not realized his potential, he hasn’t yet self-

created. 

This is the meaning of the phrase "on the day of his creation" – the day man creates himself. This is 

completely different from the first verse "on the day God created man". When God created, he put in man 

a potential, he made a being that had the ability to reach completeness by himself. When will we stop 

complaining that the reason we cannot realize our potential is due to some outside reason or someone 

else? If I am still at this place, then I am "male and female" like the rest of creation. "The day of their 

creation" is the day they begin to create themselves, by themselves 

One can live a hundred years and not "create himself" 

Even the influence of a great tsaddik, despite being vitally important, isn’t "your story".The "story of the 

history of man" is when you create yourself, just as God created you. 

We all know the situation when, after telling children the creation story they ask "Who created God?".  The 

answer is "He created hmself". In the same way "who created me? I did". God gave us the potential to self-

define, this makes us in his image. 

In the rest of creation, completion depends on another. Only after a cow gives birth to a calf does it 

become a calf. It will not become a psychologist, a philosopher or a tractor driver. It will say "moo" when it 

is young and "moo" when it is old. Only man awaits his day of (self) creation. When will it happen? 


