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Parshat Nitzavim  5788 

By Rav Mordechai Elon (edited and translated by his students)  

What makes us strong? 

Like the name of the parsha, its content speaks of standing strong 

ם כ ֶ֔ ים ַהּיֹו֙ם כֻּלְּ ִבִ֤ ם ִנצָּ  1...ַאת ֶּ֨

Here you are all standing today 

And later 

ים ִקִֽ ַען הָּ ַמַ֣ ם לְּ עָָּ֗ ֹום ֜לֹו לְּ ךָ֩ ַהּיֶּ֨ תְּ  2...א ִֽ

To the end that He may establish you this day as His people 

What makes us stand strong? The simple answer is the covenant   

ית ה   ִרִ֛ ךָ֗ ִבבְּ רְּ בְּ עָּ יך 'לְּ ֶ֖ לָּ֑תֹו ֱאֹלה  ִֽ אָּ  3... ּובְּ

to enter into the covenant of the Lord your God and its sanctions 

The covenant gives us a validation without need for anything else. A covenant comes to say that a 

relationship doesn’t depend on anything else. It is made between two sides for ever 

Rashi in his commentary speaks more about the sanctions then the covenant itself. After all the 

curses in The parsha of Ki Tavo, the Torah comes to tell us according to Rashi 

 4והקללות והיסורין מקיימין אתכם ומציבין אתכם לפניו......

it is just the curses and the sufferings that give you permanence and stability )נצבים(   before Him 

This is a very difficult idea to accept. That curses and suffering are what makes us strong. 

On Rosh Hashana many of us say the piyut of אחות קטנה, with its famous line 

ְללֹוֶתיהָׁ  נָׁה ְוקִּ ְכֶלה שָׁ ְרכֹוֶתיהָׁ  - תִּ נָׁה ּובִּ ֵחל שָׁ  .תָׁ

May the year conclude with it's curses, and another begin with it's blessings 

In Hebrew תכלה isn’t just to conclude, it is also related to the word  כלי to be a utensil, a way in the 

path for this year`s blessings to appear. 

The author of this song, Rabbi Avraham Hazan, wrote it about our parsha. He uses the phrase 

םבְּ  ַמר לָּכ  ִריתֹו שָּ  

He kept his covenant 

And  quotes from the haftarah  
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יהָּ  ִסלֹות   ...ס לּו ס לּו מְּ

Build up, build up a highway 

He quotes the rebukes mentioned in our parsha. Putting all this together we can discover the 

secret: There is one long process, it begins in  parshat Reeh, continues in Nitzavim, and ends in 

Veyelech 

ם הַ  ֶ֖ ֵניכ  ן ִלפְּ ֵת  י נ  ִכִ֛ נ  ה אָּ ֵאָ֗ הרְּ ִֽ לָּ לָּ ה ּוקְּ ֶ֖ כָּ רָּ  5.ּ֑יֹום בְּ

See, this day I set before you blessing and curse: 

And then 

לָּ  ַהקְּ ה וְּ ֶ֖ כָּ רָּ יך ַהבְּ נ ֶ֔ פָּ ִתי לְּ ַתַ֣ ו ֙ת נָּ ַהמָּ֙ ים וְּ ץ ַהַחִּיִ֤ ָ֒ ר  אָָּ֒ ת הָּ א  ִים וְּ ַמַ֣ ת ַהשָּ ם ַהּיֹו֮ם א  ַ֣ כ  ִתי בָּ ֑הַהִעד ֶּ֨ לָּ ... 

I call heaven and earth to witness against you this day: I have put before you life and death, 

blessing and curse 

A curse isn’t a defect in production or a mistake. It's the intended outcome, the same lofty 

blessing that we are unable to absorb, and must do all we can so it will not appear in this way, but 

when it does, it is a step in the direction on the eternal blessing:- When our connection to the 

infinite will not be dependent on anything, when our choice of good that comes when we meet 

also bad will be an absolute choice, even more than the angels, who don’t choose – they are 

programmed to do their task. The suffering lifts us and stands us up היום  אתם ניצבים  you are 

standing today 

 6כיום הזה שהוא קיים והוא מאפיל ומאיר...

like the “day” which endures for ever, for though it becomes dark for a period it shines again 

A day has in it light and both darkness together, this is what makes it up. The curses and suffering 

are part of life and our destiny 

Our task is to pray "Dear God, please don’t fulfil our destiny by tests and suffering, please grant us 

a good and sweet year, really sweet, sweeten everything so  it will be for the good". Even so, when 

we meet suffering , we must know that it has come to make us stand strong 

This is Rashi's introduction to our short parsha. The parsha that prepares us for Rosh Hashana, and 

for the whole following year. It helps us to stand strong and, please God, to see in the coming year 

a complete redemption, 

The Lubavitcher Rebbe Z.y.a was particular about wishing not just a good year but a good and 

sweet year, because we know that all God does is for our good, even troubles that occur are for 

the good. Even so we don’t want explanations; we want simple pure and sweet good. 

We stand before God on Rosh Hashana and ask  

. למענך אלקים חיים.., מלך חפץ בחייםזכרנו לחיים  

Remember us for life, o king who wants life…for your own sake, living God 

 שנה טובה ומתוקה!
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