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Parshat Shoftim  5788 

By Rav Mordechai Elon (edited and translated by his students)  

The king the capital and the temple 

After the laws of the temple, the Torah teaches us this week about royalty. This would seem a 

logical continuation of the laws of judges and law enforcers mentioned at the beginning of the 

parsha. By looking closely, we will be able to see an important lesson for our daily lives. 

The mitzvah of appointing a king is written here as one to be done immediately after conquering 

the Land. One of the laws of the king is that he must write two Torah scrolls, one to be kept in his 

palace, and the other, to be written in a special way 

ַתב ֜לֹו ֶאת... ֹּא֙ת ַעל ְוכ ָ֨ ה ַהז ָ֤ ה ַהּתֹור  ם ִמְשנ ָ֨ ְלִוִיֹּֽ ים ַהֹּֽ ֲהִנִ֥ ֵ֖י ַהכֹֹּּֽ ֶפר ִמִלְפנ  1.ס ֵ֔  

When he is seated on his royal throne, he shall have a copy of this Teaching written for him on a 

scroll by the leviim-kohanim. 

The Torah will explain later, in Parshat Vayelech, that the tribe of Levi are responsible for the ritual 

in the temple, including the aron- the ark,in it,  in the holy of holies, is the Torah scroll from which 

the king must copy his own scroll. 

This is understandable, as it is the most original copy. Still, the triangle of temple, leviim-kohanim 

and king has deeper significance 

The Torah speaks in our parsha of "the place God will choose", not using the name "Jerusalem", 

not a  certain site yet, but one that will be chosen in the future.  

If we were to ask a child, or even an adult, to draw Bet Hamikdash, he or she would probably draw 

a Kohen Gadol with a white beard, the urim ve tumim, the menorah, the alter, sacrifices and 

incense. Would he draw a courthouse? The Sanhedrin next to the alter? Would we draw a palace 

with kings and government next to it? All these were there, but due to our non-Jewish western 

idea of division of powers, we imagine the same in our ideal Jerusalem. Of course there is a certain 

separation, but it doesn’t stop Bet Hamikdash being the place that sanctifies everything; the world 

of justice, the sacrifices and the festivals. The Torah teaches us this week that the mikdash makes 

royalty and politics holy too. 

Every Friday we sing in lecha dodi 
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 דברים י"ז, י"ח. 



 
ה ה, ִמְקַדש ֶמֶלְך ִעיר ְמלּוכ  כ   2...קּוִמי ְצִאי ִמּתוְך ַהֲהפ 

O Holy Place of the King, city of sovereignty 

Jerusalem is the city of sovereignty. The city in which God is king, and the city of King David. The 

city that teaches us that there is a king who takes with him a Torah written in front of the 

kohanim-leviim, inside the temple, and it accompanies him his whole life. 

Obviously, the line we quoted from lecha dodi is talking about our redemption from exile, but still 

we may learn more from it. Bet Hamikdash is the temple of the King of Kings. The connection 

between temple and capital city is the opposite of how we imagine Bet hamikdash being under the 

authority of the ministry of religious affairs, and the government something secular. Lecha dodi 

tells us  

 קומי צאי מתוך ההפיכה רב לך שבת בעמק הבכא

Arise, escape from the midst of the chaos, Long have you sat in the valley of tears 

The low valley is tears is caused by an inability to join at "The Place God Will choose" both sacrifice 

and prayer, to monarchy and government. 

 Lecha Dodi continues: 

ַלִיְך ֶחְמל ּה  .ְוהּוא ַיֲחמול ע 

And He will grant mercy, mercy upon you 

At this place God will choose , we must appoint a king  

יך֙  ֶלָ֨ ים ע  ִׂשָ֤ ר הִ֥  ׂשֹום ּת  ר ִיְבַחַ֛ ֶלְך ֲאֶשִ֥ ֹו 'ֶמֵ֔ יך בּ֑  3...ֱאֹלֶהֵ֖

Appoint a king over yourself, one chosen by the Lord your God 

A king chosen by God, at the place chosen by God. Then, 

ַלִיְך ֶחְמל ּה  .ְוהּוא ַיֲחמול ע 

And He will grant mercy, mercy upon you 

Soon, in our days, amen! 
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 פיוט 'לכה דודי', לרבי שלמה אלקבץ זיע"א.מתוך ה 
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 דברים שם, ט"ו. 


