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Parsha Pinchas  5788 
By Rav Mordechai Elon (edited and translated by his students)  

 

And Korach's children didn’t die 

The Torah, in our parsha, gives a detailed list of the names and numbers of the Children of Israel. 

Part of the list, in the tribe of Levi, is the Karchi family. The head of the family was Korach, and in 

the future one of his descendants will be the judge who saved Israel, Shmuel Hanavi, the 

kingmaker of Shaul and David, about whom it is written 

ן ֲהר ֹ֨ ַֽ ה ְוא  ֶׁ֤ ש  יו  מ ֹ֘ ֲהנ ָ֗ כ  י ְש֑מֹוו   ְבַֽ ְרֵאֵ֣  1...ְשמוֵאל ְבק 

Moshe and Aaron with their priests, together with Shmuel call His name 

The obvious question is: How, if Korach and his family were swallowed into the ground, did his 

family survive now and in the future? The answer may be found in our parsha. When the Torah 

tells us about the tribe of Reuven, and reaches Dotan and Aviram, it tells us about the punishment 

of Korach and his followers, but tells us 

תו.2 ח ל א ֵמַֽ ר   וְבֵני ק ֹ֖

Korach's children didn’t die 

This just magnifies the question, how did they survive if we have just read that the whole family 

was buried in the ground? Rashi tells us  

 .:(סנהדרין קי( להם מקום גבוה בגיהנם וישבו שם תשובה בלבם לפיכך נתבצרו ובשעת המחלוקת הרהר 

hey were in the plot originally, but at the moment when the rebellion broke out they had 

thoughts of repentance in their hearts; therefore a high spot was fenced round for them in 

Gehinnom and they stayed there 

In other words they had thoughts of teshuva in the middle of the argument, so whilst swallowing 

them up, Hashem put them in a high place, and saved them.  

Still we must ask two questions. First, why does the Torah wait forty years to give us important 

information about what happened in Parshat Korach? Secondly, why are we told this in the census 

on the tribe of Reuven, and not when we are told about Korach's family? 

The reason for the story not being told at the right time is because when the ground opened, 

Korach's children were still part of the rebellion, fighting Moshe, Aaron and God. They were in a 

very grave situation, only afterwards did they have second thoughts, the people didn’t see what 

was going on in their hearts. Only afterwards, when people could see the Karchi family thriving, 
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they could understand the thoughts of teshuva the children had, after being buried alive, at the 

very last moment. 

One thought of teshuva, of "Moshe and his Torah are true", was what facilitated the survival of 

the family, including Shmuel Hanavi, and the kingdoms of Shaul & David. Kings Saul and David 

come from one underground thought of teshuva! 

This may be the reason the story is told in the census of Reuven. Reuven was the first baal teshuva 

ש   ֶׁ֤ ל  ְראוֵבן   בו י  ֹורא  בּ֔ ת... ה  ע א  ֹ֖ ְקר  יו ו יִּ ַֽ ד   3.ְבג 

And Reuven came back to the pit.. and he tore his clothes  

He was one of the conspirators to sell Yosef into slavery, but he in the end does all he can to do 

teshuva. One of his descendants, according to Chazal4 will be the prophet Hoshea, who will tell us     

ד הֵ֣  ֹ֖ ל ע  ֵאּ֔ ְשר  ה יִּ וב  יָך 'שׁ֚ ֑  5...ֱאֹלה 

Come back, Israel, to the Lord your God 

The  repentance of Korach's children was just a thought of remorse, that we find out about only 

after 40 years. Because of this one small thought  the history of our people changed forever. 
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