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Parsha Naso  5788 
By Rav Mordechai Elon (edited and translated by his students)  

 

Korach: Why now? 

Parshat Korach tells us about an attempted revolt, not of ten people, as in last week's parsha, but of  
ם.1 ֵֽׁ י ש  ש  ד ַאנְׂ ֵ֖ י מֹוע  ֵ֥ ִרא  ָדָ֛ה קְׂ י ע  ֵ֥ ִשיא  ים נְׂ ים ּוָמאָתָ֑ ל ֲחִמִשִּׁ֣ ֵ֖ ָרא  י ִישְׂ ֵֽׁ נ  ים ִמבְׂ ֲאָנִשֵ֥  ַוֵֽׁ

two hundred and fifty Israelites, chieftains of the community, chosen in the assembly, men of repute. 

This is a real revolution, why? and why now? 

Let's ask another question, at first sight, Korach is making a logical demand 

ם ָכל תֹוָכֵ֖ ים ּובְׂ ֹדִשִׁ֔ ָד֙ה כָֻּלִּׁ֣ם קְׂ ע  ָהֵֽׁ  

All the people are holy, with God in their midst 

So true… The people are in the desert with the mishkan, with God in the midst of each one of them 
"and you shall make a mishkan and I will dwell in you", so  
ל ה'.2 ַהֵ֥ ּו ַעל קְׂ אֵ֖ ַנשְׂ תְׂ ּוַע ִתֵֽׁ  ... ּוַמדֵ֥

Why then do you raise yourselves above the LORD’s congregation?” 

The request becomes more specific, as Moshe defines Korach's claim  
ה.3 ָנֵֽׁ הֻּ ם ַגם כְׂ ֵ֖ ת   ... ּוִבַקשְׂ

And you asked for the priesthood 

Korach wants to be the Kohen Hagadol. Moshe answers him: 
יו.4 ָלֵֽׁ יב א  ִרֵ֥ ֹו ַיקְׂ ַחר בֵ֖ ר ִיבְׂ ֵ֥ ת ֲאש  ָ֛ א  יו וְׂ ָלָ֑ יב א  ִרִּׁ֣ ִהקְׂ ֹוש וְׂ ת ַהָקדֵ֖ א  ֹו וְׂ ר לָ֛ ת ֲאש  ע ה  ' א  ֹיַדַ֨ ר וְׂ ק   ֹבֹּ֠

“Come morning, the LORD will make known who is His and who is holy, and will grant him access to 
Himself; He will grant access to the one He has chosen. 

Then in turns out that not just Korach wants to be the Kohen hagadol, 250 people offer  incense, whilst 
risking their lives to be kohanim gedolim! Before trying to understand the roots of their claim, lets ask 
why did they wake up only now to dispute Aaron's claim to the title? The story takes place after Tisha 
Be`av of the second year of the exodus. Aaron became high priest on Rosh Hodesh Nissan, at the 
opening of the mishkan. Why did they wait four and a half months, perhaps more, before opening 
their mouths? Why did they wait till after the sin of the spies? 

As before, when we understand WHERE things happened, we can understand WHY 

We reached Sinai at Rosh Hodesh Sivan, two and a half montha after leaving Egypt 
י.5 ר ִסיָנֵֽׁ ַבֵ֥ אּו ִמדְׂ ה ָבֵ֖ ֹום ַהז ִׁ֔ ִים ַביִּׁ֣ ָרָ֑ ץ ִמצְׂ ר  ִּׁ֣ א  ל מ  ֵ֖ ָרא  י ִישְׂ נ  את בְׂ ֵ֥ צ  י לְׂ ִליִשִׁ֔ ֙ש ַהשְׂ ד   ַבֹחַ֨

On the third month after the Israel had gone out of Egypt, on that very day, they entered the wilderness 
of Sinai. 
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We were there for almost a year, on Yom Kippur Moshe came down from Sinai with the second set of 
tablets, the day after he started to teach how to prepare the mishkan, and on the 20th of Iyar the year 
later we started traveling towards Eretz Yisrael. Then the problems began – the sins , Miriam`s slander, 
the complaints, and the spies. Now along comes Korach 

What was the real motive for the sin of the spies? What caused it? As we have seen, bad things can 
stem from a good root, which becomes apparent in the world in the wrong way. The spies said "We 
have disengaged from Sinai, from the high spirituality, falling down into mundane matters with cause 
us not to succeed. Lets stay here in the desert until the mashiach comes". Their mistake was not 
understanding that God wants us to build his kingdom in this lower world , via tests and challenges. 
The Torah is about actions, that must be translated into seemingly mundane things, it is the strength 
to live a life of doing. This is why straight afterwards there was the opposite episode of the maapilim. 

ל ּו א  ֲעלֵ֥ ל רֹאש ַוַיֵֽׁ ינּו א  ָעִלָ֛ נּו וְׂ ר ִהנ ֶּ֗ אֹמָ֑ ר ל  ר ָהָהֵ֖ ֹום ֲאש  ר הֵ֖  ַהָמקָ֛ אנּו 'ָאַמֵ֥ י ָחָטֵֽׁ ִכֵ֥  

Early next morning they set out toward the crest of the hill country, saying, “We are prepared to go up 
to the place that the LORD has spoken of, for we were wrong.” 

This is a tragedy no less than the one of the spies. They want to fight and to mend matters, but they 
are confused, because it is impossible to be practical and to win when  
ה.6 ֵֽׁ ַמֲחנ  ב ַהֵֽׁ ר  ֵ֥ שּו ִמק  ה לֹא ָמֵ֖ ִרית ֙ה ' ּוֹמש ִׁ֔  ַוֲא֤רֹון בְׂ

neither the LORD’s Ark of the Covenant nor Moses stirred from the camp. 

It doesn’t work like that. They then realize they have to get used to the idea of 40 years of keeping the 
mitzvot in the desert without Mount Sinai. A forty year course in which the older generation will all 
die, and the younger when will learn how to mix the highest spiritual ideals with the most mundane 
things in the world 

When they finally enter the land of Israel . Instead of Sinai the spiritual mountain, there will be Mount 
Grizim , Mount Eivalm and finally Mount Moriah that will be a place from prayer for all nations. This 
will show the world how to mix spirituality and mundane things  

This is the point in which the biggest rebellion begins. Korach and his supporters tell us they had no 
complaints about Aaron being the Kohen, as long as the camp was next to Sinai. We didn’t complain, 
they tell us, when everything was spiritual, a world of learning Torah. There we understood the 
difference between Moshe, who received the Torah, Aaron and the elders, who received it from him, 
and us – Korach, and other simple Jews, who received the Torah in a much simpler way. Korach and co. 
understood the difference in understanding between the leaders and the rest of the nation. But, they 
claimed, now we must lead a life of doing. In keeping a mitzvah there is no difference between Jews. 
There is no difference in the obligation to put on teffilin between Moshe, Aaron and Korach or any 
other. The same teffilin, the same boxes and writings. The same is true about tzitzit, the same blue 
colour. The act is the act . Everyone wanted to be Kohanim Gedolim, just as God said  
ם.7 תֹוָכֵֽׁ י בְׂ ִתֵ֖ ָשַכנְׂ ש וְׂ ָדָ֑ י ִמקְׂ שּו ִלֵ֖ ָעֵ֥  וְׂ

They shall make a mishkan and I will dwell in them 

God is inside each Jew, so why should there be a difference between them? 

In wake of this God answers that it is true that Moshe and everyone else to the same actions, but 
Moshe's actions have an inner light that empowers me to do these actions and mitzvot too. Not just 
theoretically and academically, but how physical actions can be uplifting. This is how God "dwells in 
them" even in the desert, in life. This only happens via Moshe and Aaron.   
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