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Higher and higher. 
What is a nazir? 

The 4th reading of our parsha is a challenge, 41 verses, the first 21 talking about the difficult 
subject of the sotah, the wife accused of adultery. The end 6 verses have birkat kohanim, the 
priest's blessing, and in the middle the laws of the nazir – the abstinent. 
יר ַל  -ה'.1 יר ְלַהִזִּ֖ י ַיְפִל֙א ִלְנדֹּ֙ר ֶנ ֶֶ֣דר ָנִזִ֔ ה ִכִּ֤ ֹו ִאָשָּׁ֗ יׁש א   ...ִא 

 A man or woman who sets himself apart by making a nazirite vow to abstain for the sake of the 
Lord. 

The abstention is from wine. Rashi tells us that it is 

  .For the sake of heaven  ... לשם שמים.2 

The nazir decides to abstain from certain pleasures, the Torah tells us his laws and then what 
happens if he decides to cease his vow or it ends for another reason. 

What is a nazir? Why does he take vows upon himself? Is it a good or a bad thing? 

Usually the world can be divided into two: Either you are born into a certain reality, or status – 
Kohen, Levi, Yisrael etc, or something happens to you:  you become impure , sin, or something to 
do with your health. You are either born into a situation or find yourself in it. The nazir is neither 
of these two. What is his story? 

We must also ask why these laws are in the middle of Parshat Naso –in between the princes who 
donated wagons to carry the mishkan, and the leviim who camped in the middle of Israel in the 
desert? 

Man looks for God 

One of the best descriptions of the aims of the Nazir may be found in Sefer Hachinuch- 3 

מר ושכל, וזהו וכבר כתבתי בפתיחת הספר בהקדמה כי בהיות בעולמו של הקדוש ברוך הוא בריה משתפת מח
לוסו ברוך הוא עולה יפה מבריותיו, שעם בריה זו לא יחסר מעולמו כל ייב כדי להיות קום היה דבר ראוי ומחהאד 

 ...'האפשרות שיש בדעתנו להשיג וכו

I have already written an introduction at the beginning of the book that there being something 
in the world of the Holy One, blessed be He, that combines physicality and intellect - and that is 
Man - was something fitting and necessary for His praise, blessed be He, to come up properly 
from His creatures; that with this creature, there would not be lacking any possibilities, which 
we have in our minds to grasp, from His world, etc., as I wrote there 

Man wants to understand God, as he is created in his image, man is attracted to God like a magnet 
and wants to return to his source. This is called in Kabbalah "Ratzo" the wish to run forward, to 
rise up and disconnect from this world. He isn’t interested in bodily urges or wages. He wishes just 
to rise higher and higher. What can he do with this power? 
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ראוי היה שכלנו  ,מר בעל התאוות והחטאיםון בתוך החוואין ספק, כי לולא מן הטעם הזה שנתחייב שכלנו לשכ... 

ן והכיר כבודו כאחד מבני אלהים הנצבים עליו, ואמנם מפני החיוב הזה נשתעבד לשכלעמוד לשרת לפני בוראו ול 
...מרובתי ח  

And there is no doubt that without this reason that obligates our intellect to dwell within the 
physical, [which is involved with] desire and sin, it would have been fitting for our intellect to 
stand and serve in front of our Creator and to recognize His honor like one of the 'sons of God' 
that are stationed with Him. However, because of this obligation, it is subjugated to live in 
physical houses 

The parsha of the nazir is the parsha of the person who wants to go one step further than 
everyone else. This is positive, tells us Sefer  Chinnuch. He isn’t coming to destroy his physical 
world or his home. A home needs foundations, wood and stones. God needs us inside the world of 
physical matter – the nazir doesn’t stop drinking water, only wine. We tell him that apart from 
that he should grow his hair long, because he hasn’t the time to comb it or have it cut – because 
he wants to be free from all these obligations 

The laws of the nazir 

How can a nazir sit in school? Will his friends accept his strange long hair? What happen to 
someone who aims for this "ratzo" , to arise high above the world of wine, despite the fact that 
Judaism teaches us that wine makes us happy ,and still the nazir decides to do the opposite? 

Sefer Hachinuch tells us that this push of "ratzo" is very positive. The Nazir has an escape path if it 
gets too much and can shave his hair again. If he becomes impure via contact with a dead body, it 
is a sign from above telling him "go back to reality". 

This parsha teaches us that the Torah deals not just with how to deal with how we were born, and 
other things we have no control over, but also that there is a place in the world for "ratzo" , to try 
and reach heaven. There is a place in the world for someone who tries to run away from it – there 
are the laws of the nazir. 

Accepting the nazir 

This explains the placing of the parsha. Parshat Naso comes after Parshat Bamidbar, that talks 
about every ones relative place in the encampment in the desert around the mishkan. In modern 
eyes we can see this as a giant collective, in perfect order of flags and tribes. This could discourage 
the nazir who tries to rise above reality. 

The prophet Amos tells us 

ו.4   א ִתָנְבא  ִֹּּ֖ ר ל ם ֵלאמִֹּ֔ ים ָי ִֶ֣ין ְוַעל ַהְנִביִאי֙ם ִצִויֶת   ַוַתְׁש֥קו ֶאת ַהְנִזִרִּ֖

But you made the nazirites drink wine And ordered the prophets not to prophesy. 

Will society strangle the aim of the nazir to rise above physical reality? The Torah's answer is 
amazing: If the camp was a collective emcamped around a flag, a monument or a dictator, this 
could be so. The nazir would not be part of the  social economic society. Our camp, however, is 
surrounding God's mishkan, where there is infinite power that can raise a sotah from her low 
place, and allow a nazir also to rise above reality. 

We are not afraid of the nazir. We understand he has holy aspirations. He won't destroy the 
physical world, he he will help it rise up. 

A balanced blessing 

The Kohen, who is mentioned after the  nazir in the parsha, is commanded to bless the nazir too , 
and if he sees the nazir is going to far, he looks after him  him "יברכך ה' וישמרך" "May God bless 
and guard over you"  

"One creature that combines physicality and intellect" that is for us a point in the right direction 
that we should never accept reality as enough, and always aim higher. The flags of the camp 
around the mishkan don’t stop the nazir. 

                                                           
4
 עמוס ב', י"ב. 


