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Avot chapter 5 – An ideology of not giving. 
 

The Mishnah in Avot talks of the four types of charity givers: 

ֵעינֹו  - ִיְתנּו ֲאֵחִרים ְוהּוא לֹא ִיֵתן. ֵעינֹו ָרָעה ְבֶשל ֲאֵחִרים - ָהרֹוֶצה ֶשִיֵתן ְולֹא ִיְתנּו ֲאֵחִרים. ַאְרַבע ִמּדֹות ְבנֹוְתֵני ְצְדָקה
 ָרָעה ְבֶשּלֹו. ִיֵתן ְוִיְתנּו ֲאֵחִרים - ָחִסיד. לֹא ִיֵתן ְולֹא ִיְתנּו ֲאֵחִרים - ָרָשע.1

There are four types of charity givers: Those who want to give but don’t want others to give, he 
is mean to others. Others may give but he doesn’t want to – he is mean himself, he may give and 
so may others, this is a chassid. He who won't give and he doesn’t want others too either, he is a 
Rasha. 

We will begin with the last, the rasha , and as a question we have asked in the past: The Mishna in 
Avot doesn’t want to tell us about completely evil people. It doesn’t want to teach us that it is 
forbidden to steal, instead it teaches us “words of righteousness “ , it wants to teach us about an 
evil person who could be one of us. This is obvious because the title of the Mishna is “four types of 
charity givers”, in other words, he is one who is giving charity. We are sometimes this rasha, so we 
must try to understand him, what does it mean  “he wont give and neither will others”, and how 
can someone like that be called a charity giver? 

This is a person who when asked to give charity feels at unease to refuse to give. He gives, but not 
with a happy heart. The Torah teaches us  
יך ָהֶאְבֽיֹון.2 א ִתְקֹפ֙ץ ֶאת ָי ְָ֣דךָ֔ ֵמָאִחִ֖ ֹֹ֤ ץ ֶאת ְלָבְבךָ֗ ְול א ְתַאֵמ  ֹֹ֧  ל

יך...3  ח ֶאת ָיְדךָ֜ ְלָאִחֹ֧ ַח ִתְפַתַּ֨ ֹתָּ֠  ָפָּ֠

Don’t force your heart, and don’t close your hand in front of your poor brother. Open you hand 
to your brother. 

The doubled expression shows how hard it is to open our hearts and hands again and again. There 
are many reasons, ideology and other reasons via which someone can persuade himself not to 
give. 

“I am a known benefactor, but why should YOU receive from me? “ or perhaps "I don’t want to 
encourage begging, why should people depend on hand outs?If we stop giving to beggars, they 
will get a job" .We all recognize these claims, maybe they have a little bit of truth in them, but 
even so, they are mainly the work of our evil inclination. 

We tell someone “You are a big tzaddik, with a giant shtreimel , everyone knows you..but lets talk 
about the “rasha” inside of you. The Rasha who doesn’t want to give, but also doesn’t want to look 
or feel a miser, so he gives everyone a lecture, he explains why he should really give and neither 
should others – its an ideology” 
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The committee of the four lands 

There is a famous story about the Tzaddik Rabbi Levi Yitzchak from Berdichev, that when he was 
appointed as the chief rabbi of the town, he was asked to attend a meeting of the committee of 
the kehila. He knew that he would be wasting at least some of his time, so he asked to be called 
only when a new decree was about to be made. One day they called him and told him to come 
and discuss a new decree in the following words “Because of a rise in the number of paupers and 
beggars in the streets, we hereby decree that any new begger or pauper who arrives in our town, 
instead of going the rounds of the batei Midrash and Shuls, will instead come to the community 
offices, who will give him an initial payment, this is to stop non legitimate paupers from walking 
the streets of our town and taking charity in place of legitimate paupers” Rabbi Levi Yitzchak 
announced that he refused to come to the meeting, as the afore mentioned degree had already 
been made in the "The Four Lands", and so it wasn’t new. 

The members of the local committee where certain that he was referring to the "The Committee 
of the Four Lands" the representative body of Eastern European Jewry. They rejoiced in the 
wisdom and knowledge of their rabbi, who was a master not just of Torah but also of local 
legislation. They looked in the protocols of the "committee of the Four Lands", but couldn’t find 
the decision. They returned to Rabbi Levi Yitzchak, who told them: "I am not referring to the 
Committee of Four Lands we have now, but to four ancient ones: Sedom, Amora, Adama and 
Zevuim. They made a degree forbidding charity, just as you have – making this an ideology is to 
become Reshaim. 

For the children 

This is so true, and via this story we can understand the rest of the Mishna: The one who gives 
himself, and wants others to give being called a tsaddik, because he wants this world to be a world 
of giving. He gives because he wants to, even without a dedicatory plaque in his name. 

All four mentioned in the Mishna are charity givers. The question is how they give. A person who 
doesn’t give at all isn’t mentioned in the Mishna. The Mishna is talking to someone who wants to 
give, and is warning hime "be careful about your internal rasha, who wants to invent ideologies, 
invest in your internal tsaddik" 

We can now understand the other two types: First  "he who gives, but doesn’t want others to 
give" How can this be?  

There are commentators who explain4 that this is a person who says "I am prepared to donate, but 
don’t want my children to at the moment. They are at a stage in life in which they don’t need to, 
let them build their own lives first". The Mishna comes to tell this person – "Listen carefully, you 
will cause your children not to give in the future. They may have saved a thousand shekels now, 
but they have lost the ability to give for all their lives" . He is causing damage to his own children. 
The Mishna wants all of us to be givers 

It is important to give, not just to raise funds 

The last example, one who doesn’t give himself, but wants other to give, is a person who wants to 
be good. He has a psychological problem in that he finds it difficult to open his wallet. He tries to 
solve the problem by getting others to give, which is good , but still   he has a big problem with 
himself, not understanding that all he has comes from above, given to him so he can feel the 
experience of giving. 
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