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Parsha Yitro 5788 
By Rav Mordechai Elon (edited and translated by his students)  

 

Eliezer my son 
 
 

There is something not clear about Moshe’s two children. It seems that they were not like Aharon’s 
children, who succeeded him. Aharon’s children were taught Torah by Moshe, and the Torah tells us that 
this makes Moshe almost their father. On the other hand, Moshe’s biological children don’t succeed him. 
They appear in this week’s Parsha 

ם  ֵׁ֤ ר ש  ֵ֣י ָבֶנֶׁ֑יָה ֲאֶשֶׁ֨ ת ְשנ  ָ֖ יָה. ְוא  ּלּוֶחֶֽ ר שִּ ה ַאַחָ֖ ֶשת ֹמֶשֶׁ֑ ֵ֣ ה א  ֹפָרָ֖ ה ֶאת צִּ ן ֹמֶשֶׁ֔ ֵ֣ ְתרוֹ֙ ֹחת  ח יִּ ַקַּ֗ י בְ ַויִּ יתִּ ֵ֣ר ָהיִֶּׁ֔ ר ג  י ָאַמֶׁ֔ ֵ֣ ם כִּ ְֵּֽרֹשֶׁ֔ ֶֽ ֶאָחדֹ֙ ג  ֶרץ ָהֶֽ ֶאָ֖

ה. ֶרב ַפְרֹעֶֽ ֶחֵׁ֥ י מ  נִּ ָ֖ ל  י ַוַיצִּ ֶׁ֔ יֹ֙ ְבֶעְזרִּ י ָאבִּ ֵׁ֤ י ֱאֹלה  ֶֽ ֶזר כִּ יֶעֶׁ֑ ד ֱאלִּ ֶאָחָ֖ ם ָהֶֽ ֵׁ֥ ה. ְוש  ָיֶֽ  1ָנְכרִּ

And Yitro, Moshe’s father in law took Zippora, Moshe’s wife after she was sent away, with her two 
children, who one was called Gershom meaning I was a stranger in a strange land, one was called Eliezer, 
meaning that the God of my forefathers helped me and saved me from Pharoah’s sword 

We have already met Gershom, and now we will talk about Eliezer. This is the first time the Torah speaks 
about him. Our Rabbis, in a midrash will take us to an amazing heavenly world, and via Eliezer we will 
understand the story of Moshe climbing Sinai to receive the Torah. 

יָנא ָאַמר, ְבָשָעה ֶשָעָלה ֹמֶשה לַ   י ַבר ֲחנִּ י יוסִּ ם ַרבִּ י ֶאָחא ְבש  ק ְבָפָרַשת ַרבִּ ב ְועוס  ָמרום, ָשַמע קולו ֶשל ַהָקדוש ָברּוְך הּוא יוש 
ם י ָאַמר, ֶעְגָלה ַבת ְשָנָתּה, ּוָפָרה ַבת ְשַתיִּ יֶעֶזר ְבנִּ ם אוְמָרּה, ֱאלִּ  2.ָפָרה ֲאֻדָמה, ֲהָלָכה ְבש 

Rabbi Acha in the name of Rabbi Yosi Bar Hanina says, when Moshe ascended to heaven, he found God 
sitting and learning the laws of the para aduma, quoting the sources and their authors, “Eliezer my son 
says - a calf is a year old, a cow two years old” 

These are the opening words of  Mishna Para: 

ם. ר ֶעְגָלה ַבת ְשָנָתּה ּוָפָרה ַבת ְשַתיִּ יֶעזֶ ר אומ  י ֱאלִּ  3ְרבִּ

Rabbi Eliezer says - a calf is a year old, a cow two years old 

In other words there is an argument about the age of the calf, and Rabbi Eliezer disagrees with the Rabbis 
who hold that a calf is two years old and a cow three or four. God sits and learns halacha, learning only 
one side of the argument and not quoting the other rabbis at all, despite the fact that the halacha is 
according to the majority rule and not with Rabbi Eliezer! 
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The Midrash continues  

Moshe said to God, You are the maker of heaven and earth, how can you quote humans? He (Hashem) 
answered “There will be a tzaddik in the world who will begin his studies with the laws of the para, “Rabbi 
Eiezer says”, Moshe replied “May it be your will that he will be a descendant of mine” Hashem said “it is 
so” as it is written “And one was called Eliezer” , and this special one is called Eliezer 

The Midrash notices the wording of the Torah; not “one and the other” but “one” and “one”, explaining 
that this “one” was Rabbi Eliezer! 

Rabbi Charlap explains the midrash as an introduction to matan torah. Moshe, according to chazal, was 
the pipeline via which we received both the oral and written Torah, as our rabbis teach:  

 4אפילו מה שתלמיד וותיק עתיד לומר בפני רבו, כולם ניתנו הלכה למשה מסיני.

Even something that a student will say before his rabbi in the future, was taught to Moshe at Sinai  

We could have thought that only the points of view that were accepted as Halacha were taught to 
Moshe, and that the other points of view are part of the process how to reach God’s word as passed 
over to Moshe. 

Who was Rabbi Eliezer? Not just the Tanna who opened the Mishna of Para with a view not accepted as 
Halacha, but the famous arguer from the story of the “oven of Achnai”, who’s friends excommunicate 
him, his views are not accepted, and he is banished from the halachic process. 

This is Rabbi Eliezer that God himself quotes, despite his view not been accepted, He sees it as having a 
value as part of Torah. In all of history only Moshe will understand the laws of Para Aduma, and now he 
sees that even the minority opinions that were not accepted as Halacha were received at Sinai, that they 
are all “The words of the living God” fitting for our world and souls. This is why Moshe prays for Rabbi 
Eliezer to be a descendant of his, in other words may also the Torah that isn’t Halacha and isn’t practical 
also pass down to the world via me.  

This way the Torah we will receive will be all encompassing. 
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