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By Rav Mordechai Elon (edited and translated by his students)  

 

The grandmother's prayer 
   
 

Our parsha begins with two subjects: Yaacov, who 
is near the end of his life, calls for his son Yosef, and 
commands him to bury him in Maarat Hamachpela. 
Afterwards Yosef brings his two sons, Menashe and 
Ephraim, who Yaacov blesses. 

First, he defines them as tribes: 

יך  י ֵאֶלֶ֛ ִאִ֥ ִים ַעד בֹּ ֶרץ ִמְצַרַ֗ ים ְלךָ֜ ְבֶאֶ֣ ֹוָלִדִ֨ יךֶ֩ ַהנֵֽ י ָבֶנֶ֩ ה ְשֵנֵֽ ְוַעָתָּ֡
י.1 ְהיּו ִלֵֽ ֹון ִיֵֽ ן ְוִשְמעַ֖ ה ִכְראּוֵבִ֥ ִי֙ם ּוְמַנֶשֶּׁ֔ ם ֶאְפַרִ֨ ְיָמה ִלי ֵהֵ֑  ִמְצַרַ֖

And now, your two sons, who were born to you in 
the land of Egypt, until I came to you, to the land 
of Egypt they are mine. Ephraim and Manashe 
shall be mine like Reuven and Shimon. 

Yaacov asks them to be brought closer, and in the 
middle of speaking about them says a seemly-
unconnected sentence 

ָתהֶ֩ עָ  ן ֵמֶ֩ י ִמַפָדַ֗ ִאֶ֣ י ְבבֹּ ֲאִנֶ֣ ֹוד ִכְבַרת ַוֵֽ ֶרְך ְבעִ֥ ַע֙ן ַבֶדֶּׁ֔ ֶרץ ְכַנִ֨ ל ְבֶאֶ֤ י ָרֵחָ֜ ַלִ֨
ֶחם.2 ית ָלֵֽ וא ֵבִ֥ ת ִהַ֖ ֶרְך ֶאְפָרֶּׁ֔ ָה ָש֙ם ְבֶדֶ֣ ָתה ָוֵֶֽאְקְבֶרֶ֤ א ֶאְפָרֵ֑ ֶֹּ֣ ֶרץ ָלב  ֶאַ֖

As for me, when I came from Padan, Rachel died 
to me in the land of Canaan on the way, when 
there was still a stretch of land to come to Efrat, 
and I buried her there on the way to Efrat, which 
is Bet Lechem 

I will ask two questions that share the same 
answer, and will give us insight not just into this 
verse, but also into the whole parsha. 

Firstly why the long wording " And now, your two 
sons, who were born to you in the land of Egypt, 
until I came to you, to the land of Egypt", why not 
just Efraim and Menashe, we know their life story 
and the Torah doesn’t add us any new information, 
we even know that only they, and not any children 
born afterwards, will be counted as tribes: 

ם  ם ֲאֵחיֶהֶ֛ ל ֵשֵׁ֧ ּו ַעֶ֣ ְהיֵ֑ ם ְלךֶ֣ ִיֵֽ ֲחֵריֶהַ֖ ְדָת ַאֵֽ ֹוַלְדְתךֶ֛ ֲאֶשר הֹוַלִ֥ ּומֵֽ
ם.3 ֲחָלָתֵֽ ּו ְבַנֵֽ ְראַ֖  ִיָקֵֽ
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But your children, if you beget after them, shall be 
yours; by their brothers' names they shall be 
called in their inheritance. 

The second question, Rashi tells us the background 
for the mention of Rachel's burial, Yosef's hard 
feeling that she was not buried in the Maarah, but 
in the middle of nowhere, and now Yaacov is asking 
him to bury him in Hevron. Yaacov tells him that is 
was God's will 

ם להכניסה . לא הולכתיה אפילו לבית לחואקברה שם
לארץ, וידעתי שיש בלבך עלי, אבל דע לך שעל פי הדיבור 
לבניה, כשיגלה אותם  קברתיה שם, שתהא לעזרה

נבוזראדן והיו עוברים דרך שם, יצאת רחל על קברה ובוכה 
ומבקשת עליהם רחמים, שנאמר קול ברמה נשמע וגו' 
)ירמיה לא, יד( והקב"ה משיבה יש שכר לפעולתך נאם ה' 
 וגו' ושבו בנים לגבולם.4

And I buried her there: And I did not take her even 
to Bethlehem to bring her into the Land, and I 
know that you hold it against me; but you should 
know that I buried her there by divine command, 
so that she would be of assistance to her children. 
When Nebuzaradan exiles them (the Israelites), 
and they pass by there, Rachel will emerge from 
her grave and weep and beg mercy for them, as it 
is said: “A voice is heard on high, [lamentation, 
bitter weeping, Rachel is weeping for her 
children]” (Jer. 31:14). And the Holy One, blessed 
be He, answers her, “‘There is reward for your 
work,’ says the Lord,… ‘and the children shall 
return to their own border’” 

His mother will aid her exiled children, and when 
they pass on their journey, she will ask God to help 
them and He will answer her". This is a good 
answer, but still why isn’t it in the first part of the 
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parsha that deals with Yaakov's burial plans, not in 
the second part that deals with Yosef's sons 

There is one answer to both questions: 

Yaacov is saying to Yosef "These two children are 
like Reuven and Shimon to me. These are two 
children born in the impure and immoral Egypt, far 
away from their grandfather and uncles, far away 
from the Land of Israel. They were born 'before I 
came to you', before I could have influence on 
them or the land of Goshen. Still, I look and I see 
that "they are mine". Despite growing up in the 
darkest exile, they are holy and pure. They will be 
tribes as they reveal the divine plan. Not only did 
they look after themselves and not be affected by 
the local culture, they are also showing us the 
ultimate aim. God wants 'שתהיה לו דירה בתחתוניים' 
to make a house for himself in the lower worlds, 
and none is lower than Egypt. These two sons are 
precursors and role models to what will happen in 
the future. When Jewish parents will bless their 
children in the future, they will bless them that 
they will be able to reveal the light of God in the 
darkest places 
ה...5 ִים ְוִכְמַנֶשֵ֑ ים ְכֶאְפַרַ֖ ְמךֶ֣ ֱאֹלִהֶּׁ֔  ְיִשֵֽ

May God make you like Ephraim and like 
Manasseh 

May God make you bloom in the place of your 
poverty. 

This is why Rachel's burial is mentioned now. 
Yaacov is telling Yosef; `My dear son Yosef, the 
reason I buried your mother on the roadside isn’t 
because I couldn’t  reach Bet Lechem or Hevron. It 
wasn’t the wet winter, and technically I could have 
done it. Your mother's task, the grandmother of 
your two children, is to pray that the exiles will not 
disappear, that they will return to their borders. 
When I see Ephraim and Menasha I call appreciate 
the intensity of your Grandmother's prayers. Do 
you know what Rachel's prayer was like? I 
remember her prayers and how God answered her 
when she was barren before you came into the 
world. When I see your children, I can understand 
what God wants in her prayer. Ephraim and 
Menashe, the first exiles, are the sign that their 
grandmother`s prayer is answered 

 

                                                           
 שם, כ'. 5

To sign up for Rav Elon's daily Whatsapp shiur (in 

Hebrew) on the parsha – send a message with 

your full name to +972-(0)52-6071400 

All of the Rav's shiurim can be found on our 

website: www.haravelon.co.il  

Sign up to receive the parsha page by mail here: 

http://eepurl.com/bC0OHn  

 

http://www.haravelon.co.il/
http://eepurl.com/bC0OHn

