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By Rav Mordechai Elon (edited and translated by his students)  

 

What was so special about Yosef's interpretation? 
  

Simple logic 

When Yosef interprets his dreams, Pharaoh and his 

court are ecstatic. 

Let us begin with the question asked by the 

Abarbanel: 

"Any simpleton would have interpreted the dreams 

as Yosef did…Why did his interpretation cause 

Pharaoh to give Yosef so much honour and power, 

to call him intelligent, wise and with God's spirit?" 

If we were to take a small child to the Nile, knowing 

that Egypt there is no rain, that the fields are all 

irrigated from it, and then from the river rise 7 full 

ears of grain and then 7 thin ones, what would be 

the first thing he thinks when he sees the thin 

swallowing the fat? Isn't the solution obvious when 

he sees the thin cows eating the fat ones? How can 

it be that not one of the wise of Egypt, the biggest 

empire on Earth, couldn’t  solve the riddle?  

pharaoh, when he accepts Yosef's interpretation 

receives something else in the bargain, faith in God 

ה.1 יד ְלַפְרֹעָֽ ה ִהִגִּ֥ ֶׂ֖ ים ֹעש  ֱאֹלִהִ֛ ָֽ ר ה  ֶׁ֧ ת ֲאש  ֵ֣  א 

What God is doing He has told Pharaoh 

Pharaoh doesn’t just agree with Yosef's 

interpretation, he makes him his deputy, what was 

so special? 

Rashi, as usual doesn’t ask questions but answers 

them tells us    

פותרים היו אותם, אבל לא לפרעה, . ואין פותר אותם לפרעה
 שלא היה קולן נכנס באזניו, ולא היה לו קורת רוח בפתרונם.2
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They did interpret them, but not for Pharaoh, for 

their voice did not reach his ears, and he had no 

satisfaction from their interpretation 

They gave an interpretation he couldn’t relate to, 

that didn’t seem right to him. He even tells us what 

they said 

.שהיו אומרים שבע בנות אתה מוליד, שבע בנות אתה קובר  

 for they said, “You will beget seven daughters, and 

you will bury seven daughters.” 

This is an insult to the Egyptian intelligence, where 

did they make this up from? Pharaoh no doubt had 

many wives and concubines, so what were they 

trying to say? 

We must also ask what gave Yosef the courage to 

suggest such a comprehensive economic plan? He 

was asked to interpret a dream, who asked him for 

more? He was only a prisoner and slave as Pharaoh 

says  

ֹו.3 ר ֹאתָֽ ֹום ִלְפֹתִּ֥ ע ֲחלֶׂ֖ ר ִתְשַמִּ֥ אֹמֹ֔ יךָ֙ ל  ל ֶ֨ ְעִתי ע  ַמַ֤ י ש  ֲאִנִ֗  ַוָֽ

I have heard about you that you hear a dream and 

solve it 

Therefore, that is what he should have done. If we 

look in the text we will see that Pharaoh is not 

impressed by the solution itself, but only after 

Yosef finishes offering his proposal, while hinting 

and hardly concealing  his own role in it, only then 

does it say 

יו.4 ָֽ ד  ל ֲעב  ֶׂ֖י כ  ינ  ה ּוְבע  ֵ֣י ַפְרֹעֹ֑ ינ  ר ְבע  ֶׂ֖ ב  ב ַהד   ַוִייַטִּ֥

And it found favour In Pharaoh's eyes and the eyes 

of his slaves  
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The practical solution is what found favour, not the 

interpretation. 

The reason is not because Yosef suggested the 

practical solution  out of chutzpa, it was part of the 

dream itself. The dreams had in them cows, grain 

and also a point that when we understand it we will 

understand why Pharaoh's advisors didn’t 

understand it themselves   

We all remember that the dream begins with 7 fat 

cows and then 7 thin bad ones that  rise up from 

the Nile. This isn’t true! Lets look at the wording 

ֵ֣ה ִמן ר  ְוִהנ  ֹ֑ ש  ת ב  ה ּוְבִריֹאֵ֣ ֶׂ֖ ֹות ַמְרא  ֹות ְיפִּ֥ רֹ֔ ַבע פ  ֵ֣ ר ֹעֹלתָ֙ ש  ַהְיֹאִ֗

חּו ָֽ א  ינ ה ב  ֶׂ֖ ןָ֙ ִמן. ַוִתְרע  יה  ֲחר  ֹות ַאָֽ ֹות ֹעלַ֤ רִ֗ ֹות ֲאח  רֵ֣ ַבע פ  ֶׁ֧ ה ש   ְוִהנ ֵּ֞

ֹות ַעל  רֶׂ֖ ל ַהפ  צ  ִּ֥ ְדנ ה א  ֲעֹמִ֛ ר ַוַתָֽ ֹ֑ ש  ֹות ב  ה ְוַדקֵ֣ ֶׂ֖ ֹות ַמְרא  עִּ֥ ר ר  ַהְיֹאֹ֔
ר.5 ת ַהְיֹאָֽ  ְשַפִּ֥

And behold, from the Nile were coming up seven 

cows, of handsome appearance and robust flesh, 

and they pastured in the marshland. And behold, 

seven other cows were coming up after them from 

the Nile, of ugly appearance and lean of flesh, and 

they stood beside the cows [which were] on the Nile 

bank 

The fat and thin cows stand next to each other. 

Pharaoh sees 14 cows together, not 7. From this 

insight the Lubavicher Rebbe 6זיע"א learns that 

Pharaoh's advisors wanted to say there would be a 

famine, but couldn’t explain how pharaoh could 

see the famine and abundance together. They are 

mutually contradicting and opposites. 

Only Yosef saw that from the beginning of the 

years of plenty pharaoh must start preparing for 

the famine. The Egyptians will not understand the 

economic sanctions why the ministry of finance 

makes cuts when there is so much food and the 

economy is booming. In other words, according to 

Yosef's solution everyone will feel the cuts and a 

famine, even during the years of plenty. When the 

famine arrives, the storage houses will be opened 

and then there will be plenty during the famine. 
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In other words, the advisors wanted to suggest the 

solution was famine and abundance, but could not 

understand how both can be at the same time. 

Yosef is the only one who tells pharaoh that God is 

not just telling him that he is omnipotent, but also 

that you, pharaoh, have the solution in your hands, 

you can combine two opposites. 

This is the novel idea that excites pharaoh and 

found favour in his eyes. We must also learn from 

it.    
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