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By Rav Mordechai Elon (edited and translated by his students)  

 

An altar on the mountain of curses 
  

For more information see Joshua 

יָך  ֶרץ ֲאֶשר ֥ה' ֱאֹלֶהֶ֖ ן ֶאל ָהָאָ֕ ְרד ֵּ֒ ּיַּ ּו ֶאת הַּ ְברֶׁ֣ עַּ ַּֽ ר תַּ ם ֲאֶשֶׁ֣ ּיוֹ֘ ה בַּ ְוָהָיָ֗

ים ְגֹד֔לות...  ֶׁ֣ ֹמָתָ֤ ְלָךָ֙ ֲאָבנ  ֲהק  ַּֽ ְך וַּ ן ָלָ֑ ֶׁ֣  ֹנת 

And it will be, on the day that you cross the Jordan 
to the land the Lord, your God, is giving you, that 
you shall set up for yourself huge stones, and 
plaster them with lime. 

The Torah gives us a short mitzvah that is explained 
in more detail in Sefer Yehoshua. The reason for 
erecting the twelve stones after crossing the 
Jordan is that our children will see them and ask 
why they are there. We will explain: 

ם ֶאת ְבנ   ְעֶתֶ֖ י ְוהודַּ ֵ֧ ם ֶאת מ  יֶכֶ֜ ישׁ֩ ֨ה' ֱאֹלה  ר... ֲאֶשר הוב  אֹמָ֑ ם ל  יֶכֶׁ֣
ּוף  ם ְליַּם סֵּ֛ יֶכֵ֧ ר ָעָשהׁ֩ ֨ה' ֱאֹלה  ֲאֶשֶׁ֣ ם כַּ ד ָעְבְרֶכָ֑ ַּֽ ם עַּ יֶכֶ֖ ְפנ  ן מ  ֵּ֛ ְרד  ּיַּ הַּ

ֶרץָ֙  י ָהָאָ֙ ָ֤ מ  ת ָכל עַּ עַּ ן דֶַּ֜ עַּ מַּ נּו. ְלְ֠ ַּֽ ד ָעְבר  ֶ֖ינּו עַּ ָפנ  יש מ  ֥ ֶאת  ֲאֶשר הוב 
י חֲ  ֥ ֶׁ֣ד ֔ה' כ  יא. יַּ ָ֑ ה ה  ָזָקֶ֖  

Then, you shall let your children know, saying… For 
the Lord your God dried up the waters of the Jordan 
from before you, until you passed over, as the Lord 
your God did to the Red Sea, which He dried up from 
before us, until we passed over. That all the people 
of the earth might know the power of the Lord, that 

it is mighty 

We will then take another 12 stones from the 
Jordan to Har Eval. There we will build an altar, as 
we are told in Yehushua 

ז חַּ לַּ  ָאֶׁ֣ ְזב ֔ עַָּ֙ מ  ְבֶנָ֤ה ְיהוש ָ֙ ' ֱאֹל-י  ְכָתב הֶ֖ ל.... וַּּי  יָבַּֽ ר ע  ֶ֖ ל ְבהַּ ָ֑ ְשָרא  י י  ֶׁ֣ ה 
֥י  ֶ֖י ְבנ  ְפנ  ב ל  ר ָכתַּ֔ ה ֲאֶשֶׁ֣ ת ֹמֶש֔ ֶׁ֣ ְשנ הָ֙ תורַּ ת מ  ים א ָ֗ ָ֑ ל ָהֲאָבנ  ם עַּ ָשֶ֖
ל   ַּֽ ְשָרא   י 

Then Joshua built an altar to the Lord God of Israel 
on Mount Eval… And he wrote there upon the 

stones a copy of the law of Moses, which he wrote 
in the presence of the children of Israel. 

 

 

The final celebration 

There is a detail mentioned in our parsha not 

mentioned in Yehushua : After setting up the 
stones on Har Eval, we were commanded to build 
an alter, bring offerings and rejoice  

ְחָת֥  בַּ יָך.  ְוָזַּֽ ֶ֖י ֥ה' ֱאֹלֶהַּֽ ְפנ  ְחָת֔ ל  מַּ ם ְוָשֶׁ֣ ְלָת ָשָ֑ ֶׁ֣ ים ְוָאכַּ ֶ֖ ְשָלמ   

And you shall slaughter peace offerings, and you 
shall eat there, and you shall rejoice before the 
Lord, your God 

There are many different commandments to be 
happy – "to rejoice in the festivals", "to rejoice 

because of all the good given to you", etc. This is 
the only time we are instructed to be happy 
because of the Torah. The Hizkuni asks that the 
tribes stood on two mountains – Eval and Grizim, 
so why was the alter build on Har Eval, the 
mountain of the curses and not Har Grizim on 
which were given the blessings? Wouldn’t that be 
the place to rejoice 

להיות נחמה ולישב את דעתם לאותם העומדים על הקללה 
יב בהר עיבל ומטעם זה כתיב 'ובנית שם מזבח וגו', וכת

'וזבחת שלמיך ואכלת שם ושמחת לפני ה' אלוהיך', ללמדך 

 ששכינה ביניהם. 

The reason it is written to build an alter on Har Eval 
is to comfort those who stood on the mountain of 
the curses, to teach them that God's spirit is with 
them 

"God's spirit is with them" , the 12 stones represent 
the 12 tribes, and are placed at the crossing of the 
Jordan, to remind us of the miracles, but also to 
show that each tribe and tribe has its own 
uniqueness. 
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To be happy together on Har Eval 

From there the people moved on to Gilgal, and on 
the way to Har Eval build an altar. At Gilgal they will 
have brit mila and bring the Pesach, two mitzvot 
they couldn’t keep in the desert. These are two 
personal mitzvot, brit that each male does on his 
own body, and pesach which was a family, not 
communal, sacrifice. These show that each 
individual represents the whole community, and 
that the community is represented by the 

individual. Brit is the most personal mitzvah, but 
also the most Jewish. Pesach is a personal sacrifice 
that represents the exodus of all our people from 
Egypt  . 

With the stones the altar is built on Har Eval to 
show that no one will be left behind. By building it 
there and not on Har Grizim we will find happiness  
" and you shall rejoice before the Lord, your God" 


