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 ד"בס

 

 
  

 
By Rav Mordechai Elon (edited and translated by his students)  

 

Judges, police and counselors  
  

A condition for the mashiach to come  

The Torah tells us of important posts to be 

appointed at the beginning of our parsha: judges, 
police, a king and prophets. The appointment of 
judges is not one of the 613 mitzvot, but still we 
pray three times a day 

ָלה...1 אשֹוָנה ְויֹוֲעֵצינּו ְכַבְתחִׁ יָבה שֹוְפֵטינּו ְכָברִׁ  ָהשִׁ

Restore our judges as they were once, and our 
advisors as were at the beginning  

Why don’t we ask for judges and police, as the 
Torah describes in our parsha? Yeshiahu promises 

us in the same way:  

ֵרא  ָקִׁ֤ ן יִׁ ֲחֵרי ֵכֵ֗ ָלָּ֑ה ַאַֽ ך ְכַבְתחִׁ יִׁ ֲעַצַ֖ ה ְויֹׁ ָנָ֔ אשֹׁ ִ֣ ךַ֙ ְכָברִׁ יִׁ ְפַטַ֙ יָבה שֹׁ ִׁ֤ ְוָאשִׁ
ה.2 ְרָיַ֖ה ֶנֱאָמָנַֽ ֶדק קִׁ יר ַהֶצָ֔ ִ֣  ָלךַ֙ עִׁ

I will return your judges and advisors, and then 
(Jerusalem) will be called the city of justice, and a 
loyal place 

The appointment of judges is a condition 
(mentioned too by the Rambam,3 ) for the future 
redemption, the building of the temple and the 

coming of mashiach.  

The difference between a judge, a policeman and 
an advisor 

The Torah commands us to appoint judges and 
police, but we ask for judges and advisors. We have 
an obvious need for judges to make justice, even in 
the future. The Mashiach is described as a judge  

ְש  ה ֵעיָניוַ֙ יִׁ א ְלַמְרֵאִׁ֤ ַֹֽׁ ' ְול ת הָּ֑ ְרַאִ֣ ֹו ְביִׁ יחַ֖ ע ׇאְזָנַ֖יו ַוֲהרִׁ ְשַמַ֥ ֹׁא ְלמִׁ ֹוט ְול פָ֔
ֶרץ...4 ֹור ְלַעְנֵוי ָאָּ֑ ישַ֖ יַח ְבמִׁ ַ֥ ים ְוהֹוכִׁ ֶדקַ֙ ַדלִָׁ֔ ט ְבֶצַ֙ יַח. ְוָשַפִׁ֤ ַֽ  יֹוכִׁ

And he shall be animated by the fear of the Lord, 

and neither with the sight of his eyes shall he judge, 
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nor with the hearing of his ears shall he chastise. 
And he shall judge the poor justly, and he shall 

chastise with equity the humble of the earth 

ים...5 ָּ֑ ים ַרבִׁ ִ֣ יַח ְלַעמִׁ ַ֖ ם ְוהֹוכִׁ ין ַהּגֹויִָׁ֔  ְוָשַפטַ֙ ֵבִ֣

And he shall judge between the nations and 
reprove many peoples 

The policeman, according to Rashi has a different 
job  –  

ושוטרים. הרודין את העם אחר מצותן, שמכין וכופתין במקל 
 וברצועה עד שיקבל עליו את דין השופט.6

And police are those who chastise the people in 
compliance with their order, (who strike and bind 
[not found in early editions]) with rods and straps, 
until he [the guilty party] accepts the judge’s 
verdict. 

The police are the enforcers. When we pray we ask 
for judgement and judges without "striking and 
binding". 

This could explain the change from police to 
advisors. The difference between a judge and an 

advisor is clear. A judge hands down his decision, 
and the judged has no choice but to comply. An 
advisor can only give advice- he is like a good 
friend. Unlike the judge he can do down to my level 
and help me nurture by own aspirations, not just 
force my hand with force from outside.  

We pray that on one hand the judge will deal down 
true justice from above, and on the other that we 
below will be able to accept that justice, which is 
something we have to work on ourselves. The 

advisors are an "awakening from below" and the 
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judges an "awakening from above" we pray for 
both to be successful and true. 

The Mashiach isn’t just a judge, he is an advisor too 

ה. ְונָ  ְפֶרַֽ יו יִׁ ָשָרָשַ֥ י ְוֵנֶַ֖צר מִׁ ָשָּ֑ ֵַּ֣זע יִׁ ֵּגִ֣ ֶטר מִׁ א חַֹׁ֖ ' ְוָיָצַ֥ ּוַח הָּ֑ יו רִ֣ ה ָעָלַ֖ ָחַ֥
ה...7 ּוַח ֵעָצהַ֙ ּוְגבּוָרָ֔ ה רִׁ֤ יָנֵ֗ ה ּובִׁ  ֧רּוַח ׇחְכָמִ֣

And a shoot shall spring forth from the stem of 
Yishai , and a twig shall sprout from his roots. And 
the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, a spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, a spirit of counsel and 

heroism, a spirit of knowledge and fear of the Lord. 

The counsel and advice of Mashiach will be how to 
identify with his justice.. 

A temporary post as a policeman 

The Rambam defines the mitzvah as "appointing 
judges" not "appointing judges and policemen"8 
This is to teach us that the policeman's job is just  
to help the judge ,and  it is only a temporary post. 
They will direct the traffic towards mashiach, but 
we pray for the day we will be directed not by a 

policeman but by the judge and counselor. 

Is this a faraway dream or can we prepare now for 
his coming? Is our connection to our rebbes and 
rabbis one of wanting "judges and advisors" , who 
are able  to bring down the Torah from above like 
Moshe, but are  also able to empower us to feel it 
coming from and for our inner self? 

City of justice 

Now we can understand the bracha from the 

shmoneh Esrai we mentioned earlier – " Restore 
our judges as they were, and our advisors as were 
at the beginning" and then " remove from us 
sorrow and sighing" sorrow can come from 
something external, but sighing is something very 
personal that comes from my inner self receiving 
something external that doesn’t suit me. After the 
removal of the sorrow and sighing "reign over us, 
You alone, O L-rd" because if there is just You, the 
judge with no advisors below , then you can reign, 
because If we want something else too, then God 

is not alone , God forbid. Only then  
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ָלָּ֑ה  ך ְכַבְתחִׁ יִׁ ֲעַצַ֖ ה ְויֹׁ ָנָ֔ אשֹׁ ִ֣ ךַ֙ ְכָברִׁ יִׁ ְפַטַ֙ יָבה שֹׁ ִׁ֤  ְוָאשִׁ

I will return your judges and advisors 

So that  

ֵרא ָלךַ֙  ָקִׁ֤ ן יִׁ ֲחֵרי־ֵכֵ֗ ה.ַאַֽ ְרָיַ֖ה ֶנֱאָמָנַֽ ֶדק קִׁ יר ַהֶצָ֔ ִ֣ עִׁ  

and then (Jerusalem) will be called the city of 
justice, and a loyal place 

Speedily in our days! 
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