
 

1 
 

 ד"בס

 

 
  

 
By Rav Mordechai Elon (edited and translated by his students)  

 

Elul is coming soon! 
  

Elul is on the way 

Moshe prayed for forty days on Sinai, as the Torah  tells 

us - 

י ה   ֵ֣ ל ִלְפנ  ַַּ֞ ֶאְתַנפ  ָֽ ֹום ְוֶאת 'ו  ים ַהי ּ֛ ִעִ֥ ת ַאְרב   ֵ֣ ֵ֣ר  א  ה ֲאש ֶ ְיל  ַּ֖ ים ַהל ַ ִעִ֥ ַאְרב  
ם.1 ִמִ֥יד ֶאְתֶכָֽ ַמִ֥ר הַּ֖ ' ְלַהש ְ י א  ָֽ י כ ִ ְלת ִ ָּ֑  ִהְתַנפ  

And I fell in front of God in prayer for forty days and forty 

nights, because he wanted to destroy you 

And then  

ר הֵ֣  ַמַ֧ וא א  ת ַהִהִ֜ ע ֵ֨ ל 'ב   ס  ְ י פ  ַל  י א  ָֽ נ  ִֹנ   ְלך ַּ֞ ש ְ אש  ִרֵ֣ ִני֙ם כ   ת ֲאב  ֹחֹ֤ ים לו 

ץ ָֽ ַּ֖ ֲאִ֥רֹון ע  ך  ִ֥ית  ל ְ ש ִ ה ְוע  ָּ֑ר  ה  י ה  ַלַּ֖ ה א  ִ֥ ֲעל  ֹ֙ב ַעל. ַוָֽ ת ְוֶאְכת  ת ֶאֵ֨ ֹח  ֻּ  ַהל 

ַּ֖ם  ְמת   ְָּ֑רת   ְוש ַ ב ַ ֵ֣ר ש ִ ים ֲאש ֶ ִֹנַּ֖ אש  ִרָֽ ת ה  ֹחִ֥ ֻּ ו  ַעל ַהל  יּ֛ ִ֥ר ה  ים ֲאש ֶ ִר  ב  ַהד ְ
ֹון.2 רָֽ א  ָֽ  ב  
At that time, the Lord said to me, "Hew for yourself two 

stone tablets like the first ones and come up to Me onto 

the mountain, and make for yourself a wooden ark, And 

I shall inscribe on the tablets the words that were upon 

the first tablets which you shattered and you shall place 

them into the ark. 
Rashi explains that this happened on Rosh hodesh  

Elul, on his day he was commanded to climb Sinai again 

to receive the tablets, that this time the tablets  will be 

made by Moshe, unlike the first set that were made by 

god. These tablets will be put in a wooden ark, 

something we were not commanded with the first set.  

When was "at that time"? 

What does the Torah mean by "at that time"? Usually in 

the bible, it signifies a seemingly unconnected event 

happening at the same time as something else. For 

Example just after the story of Hagar and Yishmael  
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ר ִפיֹכל֙ ש ַ ֶלְך ו  אֶמר ֲאִביֶמ  ֵֹ֣ וא ַוי  ת ַהִה  ֵ֣ ע  ְיִה֙י ב   ֹו ֶאל ַוָֽ א  ַּ֖ם  ְצב  ה  ַאְבר 
ָֽה.3 ַּ֖ה ֹעש ֶ ר ַאת   ל ֲאש ֶ ֹכִ֥ ך   ב ְ ְ ים ִעמ  ר ֱאֹלִהֵ֣ אֹמָּ֑  ל 

Now it came to pass at that time, that Abimelech and 

Phicol his general said to Abraham, saying, "God is with 

you in all that you do. 

In Yehoshua  

ר ה֙ ב    ַמֹ֤ יא א  ת ַהִה  ֵ֣ ל  ֶאל 'ע  ו ב ֹמִ֥ ים ְוש ּ֛ ִרָּ֑ ֹות צֻּ ְרבֵ֣ ַּ֖ ַחָֽ ִ֥ה ְלך  ַע ֲעש    ֻּ ְיהֹוש 
ית.4 ִנָֽ ַּ֖ל ש   א  ר  י ִיש ְ ָֽ נ   ֶאת ב ְ

At that time the Lord said to Joshua, Make for yourself 

sharp knives, and circumcise again the children of Israel 

the second time. 

Here too the Navi is talking about how the nations were 

afraid of Israel, and then talks about the brit mila 

Even earlier in our parsha:  

ִרית  ֹון ב ְ ַּ֖את ֶאת ֲארֵ֣ ש   י ל  ִו  ֵֶ֣בט ַהל   יל ה֙ ' ֶאת ש   ֹ֤ וא ִהְבד ִ ת ַהִה  ֵ֣ ב   ע 
 הָּ֑ '...5

At that time, the Lord separated the tribe of Levi to bear 

the ark of the covenant of the Lord, 

In the pasukim we quoted at the beginning there is no 

change of subject , there  is a direct connection and 

continuation  from "I begged for forty days" to "make 

two tablets of stone". "At that time" seems superfluous 

A new era. 

We always read parshat Ekev between Tu Beav and 

Rosh Hodesh Elul. We can find in it an important point 

for our lives. These are the start of the days of 

forgiveness, the final days of Moshe's prayers. "At this 

time" comes to tell us something completely new, it is 

time for the Torah to be given to people who are nor 

perfect 
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A new era begins with Rosh Hodesh Elul , a time without 

lights, trumpets or lightening . An event not preceded 

by fifty days with clouds of honour, not even "Israel 

camped as one in front of the mountain". We had 

worshipped an idol, the bride had committed adultery 

under the chupa.  

This is when God tells us that at this imperfect time, I 

will write on imperfect stone; God will write on human 

made tablets. The first pair of tablets did not need an 

ark, they carried themselves. The first set did not need 

to move from the holy of holies, under the haruvim. The 

new set, given in the era that begins in  Elul, made by 

Moshe, must be put in a man-made ark , without gold 

or haruvim, made of wood that signifies flowering but 

also withering – life continuing despite sin/  

 

Moshe's carpentry shop  

Rashi learns another important point  

This was not the ark that Bezalel made, because the 

Israelites did not occupy themselves with the Mishkan 

until after Yom Kippur [which was forty days later], for 

when Moses descended the mountain, he commanded 

them regarding the construction of the Mishkan . [Then] 

Bezalel made the Mishkan first, and only afterwards the 

ark and the [other] furnishings (Ber. 55a). It follows, 

therefore, that this was another ark, and that was the 

one that went out with them to battle, but the one 

Bezalel made did not go out to battle except in the days 

of Eli, and they were punished for it, and it [the ark] was 

captured [by the Philistines]. — [Yerushalmi Shekalim 

6:1]6. 

The wooden ark will be for the second tablets, and will 

be taken to war. Betzalel's ark, with the haruvim will 

stay static in it's place . The ark made "at that time" will 

go to war together with us, to both spiritual and 

physical wars. An ark made in the carpentry shop and 

stonemasons of Moshe – God will make only the 

internal part.  

This is "in this time" a new world was created only now. 

And I will write on the tablets 

We will end with a midrash, which needs no  added 

explanation: 
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They asked R. Yohanan ben Zakkai: Why were the first 
tablets made by heaven, and the second made by 
man? [see Exod 31:18 and 34:1] 

He told them: To what may this be compared? To a 
king who married a woman, and he brought the paper 
and the scribe, he crowned her [with jewels] of his 
own, and he brought her into his house. When the king 
saw her sporting [flirting?] with one of his servants, he 
was angered with her and threw her out. Her bride’s 
man [i.e., guardian or agent] came to him and said: My 
master, do you not know from whence you took her? 
Was she not raised among servants? And since she 
grew up among the servants, she is accustomed to 
familiarities with them? The king replied: So do you 
wish that I become reconciled with her? You bring the 
paper and the scribe, and you shall have my signature. 

Thus said Moses to the Holy One blessed be He when 
they did that act. He said to Him: Do you not know 
from what place you took them out? From Egypt, a 
place of idolatry. The Holy One blessed be He said to 
him: Do you wish that I become reconciled with them? 
You bring the tablets yourself, and here is my hand: 
“And I wrote on the tablets…” [Exod 34:1].7  
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