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By Rav Mordechai Elon (edited and translated by his students)  

 

The Prayer of the Rambam 
 

The Rambam, in the laws of the red heifer 
 :tells us (הלכות פרה אדומה ג:ד)

There were nine red heifers up to the 
destruction of the second temple. The first 
was done by Moshe, the second by Ezra, 
seven more till the destruction of the 
temple and the last will be done by the king 
Mashiach, may he be revealed speedily in 
our days. 

Let's remember that Mishneh Torah is the 
Rambam's Halachic work. Obviously, he 
believed in the mashiach, as he wrote the 
"laws of the messianic king".But, There is 
no other place where a halachic book 
becomes a prayer book. The Rambam 
begins with a historical review of the 
previous red heifers, which is not new, as it  
is a repeat of what is written in the 
Mishna, but then he ends with his deep 
yearning "may he be revealed speedily in 
our days" This is not a quote from the 
Mishna or Gemara, this is an original 
prayer of the Rambam from deep in his 
heart. 

We must ask why here? Why in these laws 
does the Rambam suddenly pray for 
Mashiach, when there are other more 
suitable alternatives, such as the laws of 
kings, the laws of Eretz Yisrael or the laws 
of sacrifices. 

The first conclusion that the Rambam 
teaches us is when we want the Mashiach, 
we are allowed to interrupt what we are 
dealing with and , even if it doesn’t  look 
like the most suitable place. 

Still, why here in the laws of the red 
heifer? These laws come to teach us about 

redemption from death, the spiritual 
redemption from sin, from things 
restricting us, and from spiritual 
uncleanliness. What holds us back in life is 
the fact that we have not learnt how to 
have victory over death. This is why the 
Rambam adds his prayer here, in the law 
of the Red Heifer, to teach us its deep 
meaning. The are many sacrifices and 
intricate laws of the alter and the Bet 
Mikdash, but the red heifer is unique. It is 
showing us how God will slaughter the 
angel of death, and bring full redemption 
to the world, something we must all yearn 
for. 

It is true that we don’t always feel need for 
the mashiach to be here, we are busy 
working, and don’t take too much notice 
that we can't bring a sacrifice from time to 
time. There is one thing we can't ignore, so 
specially in the laws of the red heifer the 
Rambam stops and tells us that all the 
constrictions, the sins and death in the 
world – they are all reversible. The 
Rambam makes an almost halachic ruling 
"may he be revealed speedily in our days". 
He reminds us that since the days of 
Moshe, there has been a jug of the ashes 
waiting as a reminder, and the mashiach 
will bring a tenth heifer, with the 
resurrection of the dead, as we sing  in 
Chad Gadia "  ואתא הקדוש ברוך הוא ושחט
 God will slaughter the angel of למלאך המוות
death", and fully redeem the world.  

The Rambam is telling us Shout! "May he 
be revealed speedily in our days". 
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