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By Rav Mordechai Elon (edited and translated by his students)  

The importance of counting 
One of the names of Sefer Bamidbar is the Book of 

Numbers, as it opens with a census of Am Yisrael, and 

ends, in Parshat Pinchas, with another, 38 years later, 

when Israel are encamped opposite Jericho before 

entering the land. 

Why is it so important to count us? Rashi tells us  

Because they were dear to Him, He counted them 

often. When they left Egypt, He counted them (Exod. 

12:37); when [many] fell because [of the sin] of the 

golden calf, He counted them to know the number of 

the survivors (Exod. 32:28); when He came to cause His 

Divine Presence to rest among them, He counted them. 

On the first of Nissan, the Mishkan was erected, and on 

the first of Iyar, He counted them. 

This is similar to his commentary on the opening of 

Sefer Shemot 

Although [God] counted them in their lifetime by their 

names (Gen. 46:8-27), He counted them again after 

their death, to let us know how precious they are [to 

Him] 

We must ask two questions: firstly, we count a group 

of people when we do not know how many there are, 

just as a teacher counts his students on a trip to make 

sure no one has got lost. God is all-knowing, so why 

does he have to count his people? 

The second question is since when is counting a sign of 

love? A census is a technical act. When a commander 

in the army counts his soldiers, it is not in an 

atmosphere of love or emotion . 

Every Jew is a son of the King 

My dear friends, God doesn’t need to count us. There 

are different ways of showing our love for our 

children. One is to tell a child we love him with a 

reason "I love you because you helped your brother" , 

and there is another deeper way "I want to know that 

everyone is here, as I love every one of you equally .If 

one is missing, even the most annoying child in the 

class, it would be a disaster". Love not depending on 

anything.  

God's connection for Israel is so deep that there is no 

difference in his love  for any Jew, it doesn’t matter if 

you are Aharon, Nadav or Avihu, or if you are Dotan, 

Aviram or the wood chopper on Shabbat! 

We can all think of positive points – love of Torah, 

good deeds, love of the family, prayer and more. There 

is one internal point "The Jewish point", that when it is 

awakened it is infinite and undefeatable. This is what 

the census reveals – the point that says "You are a Jew 

because you are a Jew – you are a son of the King ." 

The child who fell asleep 

God obviously knows how many we are, this is not the 

reason for the census. The reason is completely 

different, in order to awaken this internal point "The 

Yiddishe Pintele , היידישע פינטעלע"  so that we will know 

that he loves us, His love is infinite, and nothing can 

harm it. We must be reminded of this especially during 

difficult times. If Israel sinned with the Golden Calf, 

they must be told "Friends! There is not one person 

here who is not included in what I declared `My first 

born- Israel`" . The child may have fallen asleep , he 

may be far away, this "Jewish point" may be covered 

up, but deep inside he is the son of the King. 

A "point" has no geometric measurement, no width, 

height or area – it is above all dimensions of space and 

time "out of his love he counted them again" 

I am a Jew 

Rashi's commentators ask why he said that "He 

counted them often" When there were only 4 times 

there was a census in the 40 years in the desert. 

The answer is that he does not count us every hour on 

the hour. It does not matter what our spiritual level is, 

in the 49th level of impurity of Egypt, after the fall of 

the Golden calf, at the peak of the dedication of the 

Mishkan, at all times he loves us 

This is the love that awakens in every Jew, when he is 

willing to sacrifice his life and saw "But I am a Jew!". 

Especially at the difficult times when we would want 

to cut corners and say "Its not so important, I call 

always do teshuva afterwards", and the times we 

would expect to fail, we discover this "Jewish point" of 

love, that gives us the strength to be like Chaniniya, 

Mishael and Azaryia. We all all Jews, and this is our 

love for Him and His for us. 
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