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A Taste of Shabbat – Parshat Tazria-Metzora   



 
Our Parshiot this week talk about Leprosy, a 
subject that must be understood: 

Leprosy is not an illness 
First, we must stress that this is not a "medical" 
parsha. The kohanim do not work for the health 
service, and the Torah is not giving us advice how 
to stop infections. If this was the case the Torah 
would have given us a list of medicines, tips how 
to stay healthy and hygienic methods how not to 
spread the epidemic. 
No doctors all called to purify the leprosy, that is 
the term – purify, it is done by the Kohen. If 
there is no expert Kohen or if the Kohen is a 
child, no expert or talmid chacham can help  , 
only the little boy can announce "pure". 
We will try and explain the parsha via a saying of 
our rabbis  
" Blasted be the spirit of those who calculate 
the end"  

1תיפח עצמן של מחשבי קיצין.  

usually explained as a curse on those who try to 
calculate when the messiah will come, but the 
explanation is much more fundamental. 

Forecasts 
Everyone, even someone without much faith, 
knows that we don’t control when we are born or 
when we will die. We know that it is in God's 
hands, despite all of our technological 
achievements.  Despite this we still try to make 
calculations and forecasts "Would do you think 
about his medical state? How much chance does 
he have? How much time has he left? Etc. etc." 
Even people with strong belief still think that if 
they don’t have the information, there must be 
someone who does "know how to calculate the 
end", " Blasted be the spirit of those" is not a 
curse. It means that when you try and make 
calculations you lose your spirt, and sometimes 
your sanity – not a punishment , more of a 
consequence. 

God calculated the end  
In the Haggada we read 

ָּברּוְך ׁשֹוֵמר ַהְבָטָחתֹו ְלִיְׂשָרֵאל, ָּברּוְך הּוא. ֶׁשַהָּקדֹוׁש ָּברּוְך הּוא 
2ִחַּשּב ֶאת ַהֵּקץ... 

Blessed be the one who kept his promise to 
Israel, that God calculated the end 
The promise was "your seed will be strangers" but 
what about the end.. "God calculated the end". 
This is the promise, that only He will calculate 
the end. He tells us that our calculations are as 
good as those who try to control life and death  
It takes ,mental relaxation the realize that we 
have the power of thought in order to do good, 
to bring the geula, but we are unable to create 
ex nihilo or calculate the end.  

A sign from God 
How is this connected to the laws of leprosy? 
 The Sefer Hyetzira teachs usנגע  Nega – a leprous 
blemish is a reversal of the letters of Oneg – ענג  
joy . 
They are not a hygienic problem , it is as if God 
is  saying ignore the external side, I am sending 
you a hint that you have done wrong. 
Only one person can intervene with these leprous 
blemishes – the Kohen . He is the one who is not 
allowed to become impure by contact with a 
dead body. He can give us back our lives without 
forecasts or calculations 

From נגע  a blemish to ענג  joy  
If I discover leprosy on me or my possessions, it is 
a sign from above to introspect, not just to make 
forecasts and calculations. If I do this I will find 
in the changing of my ways ענג  joy , when I 
become pure again . By stopping trying to know 
what will happen I was able to repair myself. 
May we see the great joy hiding underneath the 
blemishes of our world, and what they can show 
us to fix.    
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