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By Rav Mordechai Elon (edited and translated by his students)  

 

Pegs made by the wise of heart 
 

 
This week we read two parshiot that are both old and 
new. They repeat the main details of the building of 
the mishkan, with Parshat Pekudei mainly being a 
summation, how many utensils, how much gold etc. 
We will discuss this week the pegs of the mishkan, a 
subject that may seem a bit strange at first. The pegs 
which  were thick brass nails – as Rashi explains: 

 the pegs: [These were] like copper bars, made for the 
curtains of the tent and for the hangings of the 
courtyard, tied with cords all around [them] at their 
bases [i.e., at the bases of the curtains and the 
hangings], so that the wind would not lift them up. .... 
Therefore, they were called ְיֵתדֹות, and this verse 
supports me [my assertion]: “a tent that shall not fall, 
whose pegs (ְיֵתֹדָתיו) shall never be moved”.1 

Rashi is describing a bar that is used to lock a door, 
as does the gemara2. This sounds like a common 
place building material that could be obtained in any 
hardware shop. The question now arises, how is it 
that our parsha opens with a list of all the various 
utensils that were made by men “’wise of heart” 
 ? (חכמי לב)

ר ִצָּוֵ֖ה ה ֶׁ֥ ת ָכל ֲאש  ּו ֵאֵ֛ ֲעשׂ֔ אּו ְוַיַֽ ם ָיֹבֹ֣ ֶ֑  3.'ְוָכל ֲחַכם ֵלֵ֖ב ָבכ 

And all the wise of heart amongst you will come and 
do as God has commanded 

The wise make the special colours, produce the oil, 
the tent and all the utensils. So, we must ask, why 
should these simple pegs have to be made by wise 
men? What wisdom of heart is needed to produce 
something anyone could make? Why does the Torah 
emphasize  

ם ַֽ יְתֵריה  ת ֵמַֽ ר ְוא  ָחֵצֵ֖ ַֽ ת ה  ת ִיְתֹדֶׁ֥ ן ְוא  ת ַהִמְשָכֵ֛ ת ִיְתֹדֹ֧  4.א 

the pegs of the Mishkan and the pegs of the 
courtyard, and their ropes 
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In other words the Torah stresses that not just the 
pegs of the mishkan itself must be made by the wise, 
but also those of the courtyard and even the ropes 
that are tied to the pegs. 

Rashi explains  

The pegs: [used] to drive [into the ground] and to tie 
the ends of the curtains with them into the ground, 
so that they [the curtains] would not move with the 
wind..5 

This is a strange explanation, as he has already told 
us the same reason in Parshat Teruma. Why does he 
repeat himself, especially in light of his introduction 
to our Parsha: 

I have already explained about the donations and 
building of the Mishkan in the place where they were 
commanded (i.e. Parshat Teruma etc).6? 

Rashi is hinting that there is a deep point here for us 
to understand 

Moving with the wind 

The task of the pegs was to stop the curtains moving 
in the wind. These are the inner curtains “a wise 
man`s making”, and to stop them moving they must 
be stuck down in the ground below via a peg. 

What is the “wisdom of the heart” needed in the 
building of the Mishkan? At first sight we may think 
that it is the ability to produce complicated artifacts 
– curtains with embroidered cherubs on both sides, 
the menora made from a solid peace of gold etc., but 
the idea is much deeper 

In order to understand, we must remind ourselves of 
the phrase  

 7.בלבבי משכן אבנה

I will build a mishkan in my heart 
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You can teach a child great spiritual visions , but it 
takes a wisdom of the heart to make sure that these 
ideas will not be moved by any wind. It takes great 
wisdom to make something strong and steady – this 
is what Rashi means when he tells us “in order that 
they will not be moved by the wind”. 

 

The real wisdom of the heart is needed in education 

Wisdom of the heart is needed most in education, 
sometimes we find people of stature who know who 
to embroider “the look of the cherubs as a work of 
art” , but they have no idea how to tie them to the 
ground to stop them moving, the small jobs they 
leave for other people. You can have amazing 
pictures and portrayals , but God forbid, they may 
move in the wind, turning them into at most an 
interesting thesis 

A great wisdom of heart is needed to turn lofty 
spiritual ideas – the mishkan and its utensils into 
something tied down with ropes and pegs. This isn`t 
something you can buy in a shop, it takes wisdom to 
turn lofty ideas into something stuck firmly in the 
ground and in our hearts so no wind will move them. 

Once a clever person told me there are two ways of 
understanding our Rabbis phase in Pirkei Avot 

 8...ְוַהֲעִמידּו ַתְלִמיִדים ַהְרֵבה ..

Have many students , or have students – it doesn't 
matter if there are only a few or many, or even just 
one , but  one that will be “much of a student" -  one 
who is such a student that he can stand  firm in any 
wind. 

This is what the wise of the heart did with their pegs 
and ropes. 
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