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True justice  
 

The second parsha this week deals with the 
argument between Avraham and God about the 
destruction of Sodom. This episode, together with 
Avraham's outstanding hospitality, defined by our 
Rabbis as being more important than receiving 
God's presence, show how he serves as God's 
vessel in the world. 

The justice of destroying Sodom. 

In Tehillim we read: 

ַשע ֶ֥ א רֶּ ְשָנָ֫ ֮ק ַותִּ דֶּ ְבָת צֶּ ן ַעל ָאַהַ֣ ֵּ֤ ים  ְמָשֲחך   כ  ַ֣ ֹוןֱאֹלהִּ ן ָששׂ֗ מֶּ ֶ֥ יך שֶּ ֹלהֶּ  ֱאֱ֭
ך ֶֽ רֶּ ֲחב   1.מ 

You have loved righteousness and hated 
wickedness.Therefore God, your God, has anointed 
you with the oil of joy in preference to your 
companions 

Our rabbis in the midrash connect this verse with 
our story 

2?!השופט כל הארץ לא יעשה משפט: חלילה לך לוי אמר רבי  

Rabbi Levi explained: "The judge of the universe 
wont deliver justice?" 

This is what Avraham said to God, that he mustn't 
destroy Sodom and Amora, that it isn’t right. 
Avraham could have made another argument, 
more relevant to Sodom –he could have asked for 
mercy or consideration. Justice is not the right 
weapon to fight the decision. The Torah has 
already told us 

יַזֶֽ  ה כִּ ֲעֹמָרָ֖ ם ַוֶֽ ת ְסֹדֶ֥ ד ֲעַקַ֛ ה ְמֹאֶֽ ְבָדָ֖ י ָכֶֽ ֶ֥ ם כִּ ָטאָתָ֔ ָבה ְוַחַ֨  3ָרָ֑

“The outcry against Sodom and Amora is so great 
and their sin so serious" 

This was a city whose whole raison d`etre was 
opposing  hospitality, the opposite of Avraham, an 
evil city of bad doers, so how could Avraham claim 
that it was right legally to destroy them? Justice 
demands that they be punished.  
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The midrash continues : 

When Avraham begged for mercy for the 
population of Sodom, he said "Heaven forfend that 
you will kill the innocent with the guilty" .. Said 
Rabbi Levi ""The judge of the universe won`t 
deliver justice", then if you wish  the world to 
endure, there can be no absolutely strict judgment, 
whilst if you wish  absolutely strict judgment, the 
world cannot endure, even if you  try to  hold the 
cord by both ends, desiring both the world and 
absolute judgment! Unless you give up  a little, the 
world cannot endure. 

Justice demands giving up a little. 

Do we understand  what Avraham is saying? He is 
speaking about justice, but he claims that the 
world depends on God being willing to make a 
compromise – If he insists on full strict judgment, 
there will not be a world. 

 Said the Holy One, blessed be He ,to Abraham: 
"You have loved righteousness" (Ps. xlv, 8) – you 
have  loved to justify My creatures ; and hated 
wickedness : you have refused to condemn them. 
Therefore God ,your  God, has anointed you with 
the oil of gladness above  your fellows (ib.). From 
Noah to you were ten generations ,and out of all of 
them I remembered and spoke only to you.  

 

The ten generations between Noach and Avraham 
include Noach himself, Shem, Ever –all  giant 
tsaddikim – the only one God had a conversation 
with  was Avraham.   

This is an amazing midrash – we would usually 
translate the work  צדק as justice , something 
strict. Our rabbis explain that it is also  להצדיק,  to 
justify or to acquit , God  hates incriminating and 
loves acquitting  . You, Avraham were not the first 
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tsaddik – but you were the only one who fought 
for the people of Sodom with such love.  

Being honest – the reason for creation. 

The Natziv, Rabbi Naftali Zvi Yehuda Berlin, from 
Volojin, in his seminal introduction to Bereshit  (In 
his commentary the Emek Davar)  explains why 
our rabbis call Bereshit  "The Book of the Honest" 
(in Hebrew  ספר הישר can also be translated – the 
Book Of The Straight) , Avraham's claims for 
Sodom are  his central example:  

Because of  this it is righteous judgement.As the 
Holy One, Blessed be He, is upright and does not 
suffer such “righteous” people, but only those who 
walk upright also in their conduct with the world, 
and not through a roundabout way, even if it is for 
the sake of Heaven, for this leads to the destruction 
of creation and demolition of civilization.4 

 

There are honest straight  tsaddikim, and there are 
less straight tsaddikim – those who look actively  
for wrong-doing. He continues   

 

This was the praise for the Forefathers, for besides 
being righteous, pious, and loving Hashem in the 
greatest possible manner, beyond that, they were 
“upright.” That is that they conducted themselves 
with the nations of the world – even disgusting 
idolaters – nonetheless with love, and were 
concerned with their good since this was upholding 
creation. Just as we see how Abraham our father 
prostrated himself to pray on behalf of Sodom, 
even though he despised them and their king as 
the base of hatred because of their wickedness, as 
is explained in his speaking with the king of Sodom. 
Nonetheless, he [Abraham] desired their 
sustainment. In Breishit Rabba, parasha Va’Yera, 
the Holy One, Blessed be He said to Abraham our 
father, “You loved righteousness, and you hated 
iniquity,” (Tehillim 45:8) [means], “you loved to 
declare righteous His creation, and you hate to 
declare them evil”, and that makes him actually 
“the father of many nations.” For even if a son does 
not walk on the straight path, nonetheless he [the 
father] seeks his [the son’s] peace and well-being. 

As Rabbi Moshe Haim Luzzato, the Ramchal, 
teaches us in Mesilat Yesharim , a chassid is one 
who looks after the people of his generation . If 
God looks for a legitimization for  the continuation 
of creation , it is the tzaddik's job to find it.  

Avraham`s hospitality  

We can now understand Avraham's outstanding 
hospitality at the beginning of our parsha. In 
Hebrew we talk about  הכנסת אורחים - the bringing 
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in of guests, not feeding guests, honouring them 
or feeding them.  This we learn from Avraham who 
sat outside his tent and brought his guests in. The 
word 'אור  ַח guest/wayfarers is connected to the 
word א  ַרח a path. Avraham was on a journey, a 
path from place to place – but reminds himself and 
us that we are not wayfarers, we all have a home, 
a place,  and a role in this world .To bring in 
wayfarers is to notice someone who walks past, 
and to bring him into our home and our heart.  

To be honest, in the story of Avraham and the 
angels there was no hospitality – the guests were 
angels who neither eat nor drink. Did Avraham 
waste his time? Of course not – a guest doesn’t 
want just food or drink – we wants to be noticed 
and given attention. This is what Avraham teaches 
us – true hospitality, and afterwards how to pray 
for the most inhospitable people in history – the 
population of Sodom.  

As Avraham says to God – If you wish the world to 
continue, you must give up a little.   

א  ְשָנָ֫ ֮ק ַותִּ דֶּ ְבָת צֶּ ַשעָאַהַ֣ ֶ֥ ן ַעל רֶּ ֵּ֤ ֹון ְמָשֲחך   כ  ן ָששׂ֗ מֶּ ֶ֥ יך שֶּ ֹלהֶּ ים ֱאֱ֭ ַ֣  ֱאֹלהִּ
ך ֶֽ רֶּ ֲחב   .מ 

You have loved righteousness and hated 
wickedness.Therefore God, your God, has anointed 
you with the oil of joy in preference to your 
companions 

 

For more details of Rav Elon's books and shiurim 
both on the net and around Israel: 

Website: www.haravelon.co.il 

Facebook : www.facebook.com/haravelon1 

Email: Hithabrut613@gmail.com (to sign up for the 
weekly parsha sheet) 

To sign up for our daily whatsapp 10 minute shiur 
on the Parsha (in Hebrew) – send a message with 
your name and number to 054-5640526 

Dedications : Please be in contact with the above 
email. 
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