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Who are you Mister Lot? 

In the third reading of our parsha the floodlights turn 
from Avraham to the minor character of Lot, who 
accompanied Avraham and Sarah since they left 
Haran. This is an opportunity to try and understand 
who Lot is and his character. 

The argument between the Lot's and Avraham's 
shepherds causes Avraham to make the following 
suggestion  

י ַאל ֵ֥ ָך ּובֵּ ינ ֶ֔ י ּובֵּ יִנִ֣ י ְמִריָב֙ה בֵּ א ְתִהִ֤ יָך ָנָ֨ ֶ֑ ין ֹרע  ִ֣ י ּובֵּ ין ֹרַעַ֖ ים  ִכִּֽ ים ַאִחַ֖ ֲאָנִשֵ֥
י...1 ָעָלֶ֑ ִּֽ ד ָנַ֖א מֵּ ר  יָך ִהָפֵ֥ ֙ץ ְלָפנ ֶ֔ ר  א ָכל ָהָאָ֨ ִֹ֤ ְחנּו. ֲהל  ֲאָנִּֽ

Please let there be no quarrel between me and 
between you and between my herdsmen and 
between your herdsmen, for we are kinsmen. Is not 
all the land before you? Please part from me; 

Lot accepts Avraham's suggestion, knowing that in a 
time of need, if there will be one in the future, 
Avraham will be at his side – as he promised 

ָנה ְוִא  ִאם יִמֶ֔ אל ְואֵּ יָלה םַהְשמִֹ֣ ין ְוַאְשְמִאִּֽ .ַהָיִמַ֖  

if [you go] left, I will go right, and if [you go] right, I 
will go left." 

As Rashi explains  

Wherever you dwell, I will not distance myself from 
you, and I will stand by you as a protector and a 
helper. 

This is exactly what happens later, when Lot gets 
captured by Amraphel, and Avraham comes to save 
him. 

Lot looks up and sees the lower  Jordan Valley, with 
its rich water sources, and chooses to live in Sodom 
& Amora – Which were like "God`s garden like 
Egypt",  before being overturned. 

A zadik in our time? 

The Torah tells us that the people of Sodom were  
ד.2 ים ַלִּֽ -הַ֖ ' ְמֹאִּֽ ים ְוַחָטִאֶ֑  ָרִעַ֖
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Bad sinners in God's eyes. 

He still decides to live there – As we will see this is 
the difficulty in understanding Lot's personality . On 
one side we all remember the story we will read next 
week about the angels who came to give Avraham 
and Sarah the news of the Yitzchak being born, and 
then went to Sodom , the evil city, that God had 
decided to destroy. There was one Tzadik there – Lot, 
who's hospitality is tested by the angels – and he 
passes with flying colours, no less than Avraham 
before him. With real mesirut nefesh, whilst 
endangering himself and ignoring the local by-law 
forbidding hosting any one at all. He saves his guests, 
brings them into his home, bakes matza for them , 
and when the mob surround his house trying to 
break down the door and demand Lot sends them 
out in order for them to do terrible things to them , 
Lot defends them with his body – this is a Tzadik!  

We can see that if we examine Lot's deeds up to now 
in an objective light, ignoring our preconceptions 
about him as a minor pale character – we see him as 
a great person. After his father Haran dies, he leaves 
for Canaan with Avraham and stays loyal to him. He 
could have stayed with his other uncle – Nachur. He 
even looks like Avraham – as our rabbis explain on 
the verse "we are brothers".3. 

On the other side, Why does he decide to live 
amongst sinners and sin? For economic reasons? 
How can we understand this in light of his devotion 
to looking after his guests even when it endangered 
his life? 

If we look in depth we can see that Lot wasn’t just 
Avraham's nephew , he was the leading force in "The 
house of Avraham" , the many thousands who joined 
him, since they left Haran, before his post was taken 
by Damesek Eliezer later on in the parsha. Lot will 
become the father of the people of Amon and Moav, 
the forefather of Ruth the convert, mother of our 
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monarchy , and Naama Haamonit, Shlomo's wife. In 
other words, Lot is the grandfather of David 
Hamelech and the Mashiach! 

To have your cake and eat it too 

The answer to understanding Lot's personality can 
be found in a hint in one verse. When Lot see`s the 
fertile Lower Jordan Valley, he describes it as  
ִים4 ץ ִמְצַרֶ֔ ר  ִ֣  ְכַגן ֙ה ' ְכא 

As God's garden, like the Land of Egypt 

Lot should have made his mind up – God's garden 
and Egypt are two contacting descriptions. God's 
garden is the garden of Eden, Egypt represents 
immorality and idol worship. Lot knows Egypt well – 
He has just returned from a complicated visit to 
Pharaoh with Avraham and Sarah. So Lot, what are 
you looking for? Eden or Egypt?! 

The Holy Zohar teaches us that the Garden Of Eden 
and Egypt share the same climatic conditions – both 
have no need for rain . The Garden of Eden is 
irrigated by a river  

ָּ֑ן5  ת ַהָגֶ֑ ֹות א  ן ְלַהְשקַ֖ ד  עֵֶּ֔ א מֵּ ִ֣  ְוָנָה֙ר יֹ צֵּ

And a river comes out of Eden to irrigate the garden. 

In the same way the Nile Irrigates Egypt. In spiritual 
terms in both places there is no need to pray and ask 
for things. 

The key to understanding Lot is understanding his 
double and self-contradictory request. He wants The 
Garden of Eden – to be tied and close to Avraham 
and to God. At the same time, he wants a little Egypt. 
His wife, who will turn into a pillar of salt, doesn’t 
agree to his hospitality and "Abrahamic" way of life . 
His son in laws laugh in his face when he tells them 
of the upcoming disaster awaiting Sodom and the 
need to escape. On the other hand, his two 
daughters are pure and righteous "no man had 
known them'6. For Sodom this is a very high spiritual 
level – Lot is different to all of his neighbours.     

On one hand he is a sort of "shaliach" for Avraham in 
Sodom, but on the other hand he is a part of the city 
and even appointed as a judge. We all recognize this 
way of behavior – of wanting to have your cake and 
eat it too! Both Egypt and Eden, to be a student of 
Avraham, but far away enough not to be too close. 

Carrying on Avraham's way  

Lot teaches us an important lesson – he should have 
been Avraham successor until Yitschak was born, but 
he is unsuccessful. Why? Why is Eliezer the one who 
becomes Avraham's faithful servant in his place? 

We don’t know where Eliezer came from, According 
to our rabbis he was Nimrod's son – not exactly good 
yichus. Because he came from afar he is able to join 
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and connect with Avraham, defining himself as ' עבד
 I am Avraham's slave. Lot, on the other אברהם אנכי'7.
hand, was a very intelligent and cultured person, 
perhaps he had a PhD. in Abrahamic philosophy or 
gave  lectures on the subject of "The religious beliefs 
of Avraham". Some of Avraham's character traits 
were embedded in him up to the level of mesirut 
nefesh. But all this is not enough to be his successor 
– he had to be fully connected to him. You cant play 
for both sides simultaneously – wanting Eden and 
Egypt , just as his father wanted (according to Rashi 
his father waited to see if Avraham would be saved 
from Nimrod's furnace in order to decide to join him 
or not). We are all tainted with this character trait.  

Only if we are able to conquer to urge to choose both 
sides simultaneously we will be able to be not only 
knowledgeable about Avraham and his ways, but to 
continue in them ourselves.   
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