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A new Beginning 
 

We open the new year by reading our parsha, that 
teaches us the mitzvah of Hakhel, the penultimate 
612th mitzvah .  

ץ  ג ַהֻּסּֽכֹותִמֵּק֣ ה ְּבַח֥ ד ְׁשַנ֥ת ַהְּׁשִמָּט֖ ים ְּבֹמֵע֛ ַבע ָׁשִנ֗  ְּב֣בֹוא ָכל ֶׁש֣
ָראֹו֙ת ֶאת ל ֵלֽ י ַּבָּמ֖קֹום '֣ה ְּפֵנ֙י  ִיְׂשָרֵא֗ ֶה֔ א ֶאת ֱא ר ִּתְקָר֞ ר ִיְבָח֑  ֲאֶׁש֣

את ֶנ֥ ֶגד ָּכל ֹ֛ ה ַהּז ם ַהּתֹוָר֥ ל ְּבָאְזֵניֶהֽ ל ֶאת ִיְׂשָרֵא֖ ם  ַהְקֵה֣ ָהָע֗
ַען ִיְׁשְמ֜עּו ּוְלַמ֣ ָהֽ  י ְלַמ֨ ר ִּבְׁשָעֶר֑ ֖ ֲאֶׁש֣  ְר ף ְוֵגֽ ים ְוַהָּנִׁשי֙ם ְוַהַּט֔ ַען ֲאָנִׁש֤

 ְראּ֙ו ֶאת ֵהיכֶ֔  '֣ה  ִיְלְמ֗דּו ְוָיֽ ֽ ֲעׂ֔שֹות ֶאתֱא ְמ֣רּו ַלֽ ה  ָּכל ם ְוָׁשֽ י ַהּתֹוָר֥ ִּדְבֵר֖
את ֹֽ    1.ַהּז

Then, Moses commanded them, saying, "At the end 
of [every] seven years, at an appointed time, in the 
Festival of Succoth, [after] the year of release, When 
all Israel comes to appear before the Lord, your God, 
in the place He will choose, you shall read this Torah 
before all Israel, in their ears. Assemble the people: 
the men, the women, and the children, and your 
stranger in your cities, in order that they hear, and in 
order that they learn and fear the Lord, your God, and 
they will observe to do all the words of this Torah. 

During Sukkot after the shmitta year, the king would 
assemble the whole people – men, women and 
children, and read from the Torah to them. There are 
many questions to be asked : Why on Sukkot? Why 
after the shmitta year? Why does the Torah call the 
time "At the end of seven years, at an appointed 
time" and most importantly – is this really a way to 
learn Torah? The whole people together in one 
place, babies with their nannies, and even foreigners 
( the term "stranger" doesn’t apply to converts God 
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forbid, they are part of our people). It would have 
been impossible to concentrate! 

The political and economic plan 

This is not a mitzvah of learning Torah, the time for 
in depth study isn’t here. The mitzvah is for an 
assembly of the Jewish people to accept the political 
and economic plan for the next 7 years . The king 
would read what the Torah calls the "statute" – three 
portions from Devarim . The first "שמע ישראל" – 
Accepting the yoke of heaven , the second " ה אם והי
 , The yoke of the mitzvoth, and the third – "שמוע
 .the laws of tithes (agricultural charity) –עשר תעשר" "
The idea is that the people will understand that they 
are in God's service. 

Bring in  the Dollars! 

Why specially Sukkot after the shmitta year? 
Because this is the harvest festival, when we gather 
in all of our produce, our possessions and the dollars 
from last years crop. A happy time when farmers sit 
at home and sum up the previous season. Once 
every seven years there is no harvest – because of 
the shmitta year the fields and orchards are 
ownerless – Anyone could take whatever they 
wanted from my produce. 

So in this year the ingathering isn’t agricultural, it is 
bringing together the whole Jewish people – men, 
women and children – even strangers and foreigners 
(as Ibn Ezra explains, they may decide to convert 
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because of it) . In this assembly there are no in depth 
talks by great rabbis, instead the king reads out so 
that  

ם ַחִּיי֙ם ַעל- ר ַאֶּת֤ ים ֲאֶׁש֨ ם ָּכל ַהָּיִמ֗ ֵהיֶכ֑ ֽ ה ֶאת ֣ה ' ֱא 'ְלִיְרָא֖
ה'2 ֲאָדָמ֔  ָה֣

We "will hear and learn to fear the Lord, your God, 
all the days that you live on the land" 

The Hakhel teaches us that we are in God's service, 
not enslaved by possessions or money – this can be 
done only with all the people together. 

The king would stand on a simple wooden Bima and 
read from the Torah. There was no ego or 
competition, all were equal – The Torah giants 
wouldn’t sit in the Mizrach , they would stand next 
to the babies. Sukkot is the time of rejoicing even 
when there is no harvest, after the shmitta year – 
because it is then possible to see how the shmitta 
changed and affected us. Only after the shmitta 
experience are we able to be truly happy and find the 
strength to make sure that for the next 7 years of 
private harvests, we will not become egoistic and 
think only of ourselves. Only with the Hakhel on 
Sukkot, with the 4 minim, representing different 
parts of the Jewish people , in front of us and tied up 
together, and ,as our Rabbis say, "All Israel can sit in 
one sukka", can the festival have a lasting meaning 
for the next years .  

From now on as each one of us will gather up his 
personal crop and harvest we will remember his 
connection to the infinite God and people. 

This is the Parsha to begin our new year!  
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