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Standing before God   
 

Our Parsha starts with a unique 
introduction 

אֵׁשיֶכ֣ם  ֵהיֶכ֑ם ָרֽ ֽ ם ִלְפֵנ֖י ה' אֱ - ים ַהּיֹו֙ם ֻּכְּלֶכ֔ ם ִנָּצִב֤ ַאֶּת֨
ל יׁש ִיְׂשָרֵאֽ ל ִא֥ ם ֹּכ֖ ְטֵריֶכ֔ ם ִזְקֵניֶכ֙ם ְוֹׁש֣   :ִׁשְבֵטיֶכ֗
You are all standing (Nitzavim)  today in 
front of God  
Not just some, all of you. 
Your Leaders, elders and officers, all of 
Israel, Your children, wives, and converts 
in your midst – from woodcutters to water 
drawers 
There are ten different levels, from the 
leaders to the water drawers. All standing 
ready to enter God's covenant. 
"Today” can be understood as simply 
Moshe's last day that will be described 
until the end of Parshat Vezot Habracha. 
“Today” is also something much deeper – 
but first let's look at the term nitzavim 
“standing” 
 
With and without Moshe 
 
 in Hebrew isn't just standing , it ניצב 
means standing strongly and steadily. 
Moshe is telling us “Look – I wont be here 
tomorrow. You are staying , and may think 
that without the leader who took you out 
of Egypt, maybe you will not be able to 
stay together as a nation. Today , more 
than any other day during my time as your 
leader you will see that you are standing 
steady. You are standing steady in your 
own right – you have a strong connection 
with me, but not dependent on me” 

In another few hundred years, Haman will 
cast a lot and it will fall in the month of 
Adar. Our rabbis tell us he was happy, as 
he knew this was the month our redeemer 
died, but as our rabbis add, he didn't know 
this was the month of his passing too. 
The Alter Rebbe of Chabad explains that 
the point is not just that the day of Moshe's 
passing from the world fell on his birthday, 
but something much deeper . 
The day Moshe died – he was reborn inside 
every one of us. We didn't fall apart, we 
became stronger and steadier. 
Forty years ago we thought that if Moshe 
won't come down the mountain, then it will 
be impossible to continue. So we broke the 
covenant and made the golden calf. Now 
Moshe is about to leave the world, and the 
people are standing strong and steady in 
the covenant. Our Rabbis teach us  
You are standing today – as a day that 
even if it gets dark, in the end the sun will 
shine again. 
I would like to suggest that there is 
another meaning to the word יצבים  נ  it is 
like מצבה   a memorial pile of rocks (like a  
tombstone in modern times) – when you 
remove one stone, everything falls apart. 
Moshe tells us that we are a 
heterogeneous people – leaders, officers, 
elders and woodcutters. One could look at 
us a collection of unconnected small 
stones. It is true that people of differing 
opinions can do good things together, but 
it is usually something quite superficial. 
Not with Am Yisrael, you are Nitzavim – a 
collection of small stones that make up 
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one big pile – if you remove one, 
everything will fall apart, 
 
You are standing in front of God 
 
You, with all your different classes are 
standing before the Infinite. In front of 
infinity, we are all equal, holy and pure. 
There is no true difference between the 
woodcutter and the leader of the tribe. 
 
Standing over your brothers 
 
There is another way of understanding the 
term ניצבים .   In the book of Ruth, when she 
comes to the field of Boaz , the person in 
charge is called the Nitzav 
Then Boaz said to his servant, who stood 
over הניצב   the reapers, "To whom does this 
maiden belong"? 
 The Nitzav is the person in charge. In 
other words we have a third interpretation 
-  not just are you standing on your own 
two legs, you are not just one united pile 
of stones, you are also in charge and 
responsible for our own stability. 
Sometimes you may feel that as a wood 
cutter, a child or a convert who has come 
from a far land, you are not responsible for 
this covenant. Moshe comes and tells us – 
you are all Nitzavim today. There is no 
such thing as not being responsible. You 
are all responsible like Miriam , who as a 
young child stood ותצב   and watched from 
afar over Moshe in his basket, not out of 
curiosity , but out of responsibilty to make 
sure Moshe will be in our world. At the 
tender age of six she is Nitzevet – with 
responsibility. 
 
She stands there straight and steady like 
a monument מצבה  ,   unmovable. A million 
Egyptians around her , and Pharaoh's 
daughter a meter away- but all this is 
nothing compared to the Infinite , who has 
empowered her . The Egyptians will pass, 
and she will stay standing. Our Rabbis 
learn from this story the lesson of mutual 
responsibility – that each one of us has to 
ensure our common steadiness 

 
The last interpretation of the word Nitzav 
brings us to the “Today” mentioned in the 
verse. The Zohar tells us that the verse is 
alluding to Rosh Hashana, which always 
falls in the week after we read Nitzavןm 
The source is a verse   

ִהים ְלִהְתַיֵּצב ַעל ה'  ַוָּיבֹא ַגם ַהּׂשָ  ָטן ַוְיִהי ַהּיֹום ַוָּיֹבאּו ְּבֵני ָהֱא
 ְּבֹתָכם ְלִהְתַיֵּצב על ה'
Now the day came about that the angels 
of God came to stand beside the Lord, and 
the Adversary too came among them to 
stand beside the Lord. 
You are standing, we are standing – we all 
stand in front of God on Rosh Hashana . 
Standing straight like the ladder in Jacob's 
dream. The satan is also standing and 
trying to confuse us, and we try and 
confuse him and ruin his stability. On Rosh 
Hashana we will read the Haftara about 
Chana, the women who teaches us the 
laws of prayer – how to shout out to God 
without any external interferences. Miriam 
didn't allow the Egyptians disturb her, 
Chana had a harder task, lehavdil, not to 
let the High Priest Eli disturb her , 
If I am not standing and am unstable, then 
the Zadik can be an interference  to my 
prayers. He can make me stop trying, stop 
taking responsibility, to rely just on the 
Zadik.  This Chana teaches Eli when she 
returns to the Mishkan with her son 
Shmuel. When he asks her why she has 
come she says: I am the women who 
stood יצבת הנ  with you. 
This is the whole story, I am a matzeiva, I 
am steady , and this child will remind us 
forever that we are standing in front of 
God 


