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The journey from Egypt to Jerusalem.   
The Book of Bamidbar, the book of our journeys in the desert, reaches its end. This week's parsha is a summary of the journeys made over the forty years of wandering in the desert. It is interesting  to note that this parsha is always read within the Three weeks. It describes in great detail the journeys and camps  from Ramses in  Egypt to the plains of Moab to the Jordan near Jericho. The wording is  laconic, almost without 'interruptions' or additions .  Who  came out of Egypt ?! The parsha  opens with the list of camps without  mentioning hardly  anything about what happened in between. Rashi opens the parsha  with a  classic question  asked by  most of the commentators: Why are the journeys listed here ? Why does the  Torah attribute importance to each name of every place and every journey, including places we do not have any information about? Is this a short transcript of our people's history of forty years in the wilderness? Many answers have been given to this question. We would like to answer it via  two more questions; The opening verse of our parsha seems similar to other opening verses 

י י ְבֵנֽ ה ַמְסֵע֣ ּלֶ ְצ֛אּו ֵמֶאֶ֥רץ ֵא֜ ֽ ֥ר יָ ל ֲאׁשֶ ָרֵא֗ ִים ְלִצְבֹאתָ֑ם  ִיׂשְ ִמְצַר֖
ַיד ן ּבְ ֲהרֹֽ ֖ה ְוַאֽ   1.מֹׁשֶ

These are the journeys of the children of Israel who left the land of Egypt in their legions, under the charge of Moses and Aaron. 
  

The  wording here seems to be  inaccurate. The word 'Journeys' is written in the plural. The word 'journey' can describe a short journey and  also a long journey with many stops - the long journey of 
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the Children of Israel from Egypt to the land of Israel. If it was written 'This is the journey of the children of Israel", we could understand the continuation of the verse " who left the land  of Egypt" , because the meaning would be  the long journey of Israel from Egypt to Israel, with all its camps .However, the Torah describes the "journeys of the children of Israel who came out of Egypt"! In other words, a list of separate journeys, each one with  historical  and ideologically importance . Moreover, these are  not the journeys of Israel who came out of Egypt, since only in the first journey did we leave Egypt – until we reached Sukkot.. The following trips departed from Sukkot, Yotvata, Har Haervarim , etc.! Before we try to answer, we will ask one other question. Ostensibly, the main information presented in this list are the camps, not the journeys . We move from camp to camp, until we reach the Jordan . Seemingly, the journeys in between are less interesting. So why are they given such importance that the parsha is named after them? These three questions will give us an understanding the concept  of a 'journey' , both the  journey the children of Israel in the Sinai desert, and our journey is the desert of our lives.  The journey of the messiah At the end of the Book of Exodus, Rashi explains  concept of of a 'journey': before the eyes of the entire house of Israel in all their journeys: On every journey (ַמָּסע) that they were traveling, the cloud would rest in that place where they encamped. The place of their encampment is also called a journey (ַמָּסע). 
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Likewise, “And he went to his stations (ְלַמָּסָעיו) ” (Gen. 13:3)[i.e., to the stops along his journey], and likewise, “These are the journeys (ַמְסֵעי) ” (Num. 33:1). Since from the place of their encampment they resumed their journeys, they are all called “journeys” (ַמָסעֹות)..2  In other words - the camp does not include the journey, but the journey includes the camp. The journey includes the trip and also the camp, and maybe that's why it expresses the essence of the desert and even more importantly - the essence of man. The journey is not just a technical change in place, from a place to another. A journey is an amazing operation. This is the message of our parsha. The Torah emphasizes that any journey, no matter what the place of departure is, every journey is a journey out of Egypt. In other words , all the voyage of man, all his life, is a journey departing from Egypt. In the world of Hasidut and in the teachings of the Baal Shem Tov, the forty-two journeys described here are forty-two journeys and camps of the life and work of each and every one of us. In many of these journeys, Baal Shem Tov sees very deep ideas related to us: the fear  of "Harada" , the love of "Mitka" , lust at "kivrot Taava"  etc etc. I want to focus only on the Hasidic interpretation of the  last camp  - 
ל  ב ַע֖ ת מֹוָא֔ ְרֹב֣ ַעֽ ֲחנּו֙ ּבְ ּיַ ים ַוֽ ֲעָבִר֑ י ָהֽ ָהֵר֣ ְס֖עּו ֵמֽ ן ַוּיִ ֥ ַיְרּדֵ

  3.ְיֵרֽחוֹ 
They journeyed from the mountains of Abarim and camped in the plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho. Jordan at Jericho according to  the teachings of the Baal Shem Tov , alludes to  the Final Redemption, the stage of the messiah. Isaiah describes time of redemption in the  most beautiful way 

ר ְזֵא֙ב ִעם יר  ְוָג֤ ֶגל ּוְכִפ֤ ֑ץ ְוֵע֨ י ִיְרּבָ ִד֣ ֶבׂש ְוָנֵמ֖ר ִעם־ּגְ ּכֶ֔
ם ֽ ן ֹנֵה֥ג ּבָ ַער ָקטֹ֖ ו ְוַנ֥ ֔   4.ּוְמִרי֙א ַיְחּדָ

 And a wolf shall live with a lamb, and a leopard shall lie with a kid; and a calf and a lion cub and a fatling [shall lie] together, and a small boy will shepard them But the highlight is the description of the leadership of the Messiah: 
ת ַוֲהִריח֖  ִיְרַא֣ א 'ה֑ ֹו ּבְ ֹוט ְולֹאְלַמְר  ְולֹֽ ּפ֔ ה ֵעיָני֙ו ִיׁשְ  ֵא֤

ַמ֥ע א יוְׇלִמׁשְ יחַ  ְזָנ֖   5.יֹוִכֽ
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And he shall use his sense of smell with the fear of the Lord, and neither with the sight of his eyes shall he judge, nor with the hearing of his ears shall he chastise. The messiah will judge  the world, but not by what he saw or by his ears as judges do today. Vision and hearing are factors that mislead the human judge many times. The messiah will judge the world by the smell of fear of God, via which he will reveal the fragrant spiritual essence (note  ריחניfragrant and 
 spiritual are  almost the same word – Sh.) - which is not restricted like sight and hearing – it is without borders and unrestricted (in Hebrew  רוחני 
&מצרים  מיצרים   borders and Egypt all also almost the same- Sh.) . This sweet  smell  spreads and thus empowers our soul. This is why the  last camp  is across the Jordan at Jericho(  יריחו - also "he shall smell" – Sh.)  to teach us to judge by  the sense of smell as the Messiah does  .How does this relate to us? A Jew travels from Egypt This is gevalt!  "These are  journeys  of Israel who left Egypt" - Egypt is not just the geographical place. Egypt represents the constraints which are in my way, on the way to the Jordan at Jericho. The children of Israel set forward. Every year they come out of Egypt, and that the camp we have reached, if it is not the Jordan at Jericho ,it is only the beginning of the  next trip.. If I got to a certain camp and I say to myself, 'Wow, Mitkah! What a lovely place - Let's stay`, I've stopped the journey from Egypt, I stopped moving to the Jordan at Jericho. In other words – I`m  stuck. This may be a great camp , but I am a Jew without constraints  מיצרים , and this  parking is still imperfect in  relation to where I can and need to reach. If I woke up this morning, this means I still need to make a journey  to get out of my personal  Egypt. 
  a walk. Walking describes progress, step by step, perhaps even fast progress. But this is not the key point of the journey. The main essence of the journey is the leaving the camp, getting rid of the constraints of our previous camp not necessarily physically but sometimes just mentally   .We read about Joseph's brothers הליכה  a journey is different than   מסע 
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ה אֶמר ָהִאיׁש֙ ָנְס֣עּו ִמזֶּ֔    6ַוּיֹ֤
And the man said, "They have traveled away from here Rashi explains  They have traveled away from here: They removed themselves from brotherhood.  It is hard for us sometimes to uproot ourselves from where we are comfortable. Difficult to uproot a camp and make it a starting place for our next trip. But we are the people of Israel, we are on a constant journey away from the land of Egypt. We always know that any temporary camp is a constraint compared to  Yarden at  Jericho, that is waiting for us  at the end of the road .  A guide One more point . There's a big secret, which is much deeper, if  all what we have said is true:  it would seem  that the non-good place, the  dark place and most constraining place  like "Egypt", the place in which  it seems to me that I had failed God, and I do not have the ability to get out of it - not even this place is called a camp – it is  called a journey. 'Even when I  sit in darkness` - I'm not alone there - `God is my light."7 . God is with me and gives me light, he gives me the strength to make the place I have arrived at a departure point for my new journey. God gives me the strength to understand that the lowest point I reached it is just a starting point for a journey, is not the final word. "These are the journeys of Israel" - Out of Egypt, advancing and promoting  the world towards the  Jordan at Jericho. Everything we go through is the beginning of a  journey, and in this journey we are  never alone – God is with us   For more details of Rav Elon’s Shiurim and to receive “A taste of Shabbat” weekly www.hithabrut.org  hithabrut613@gmail.com  
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