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Find the differences 
We read in this week's parsha about the sin of the spies 
, as told by Moshe, after forty years, to the son's of the 
original  sinners. This is a generation that for the last few 
decades have been  burying their ancestors. There are 
many differences in the story told in "real time" in 
Parshat Shelach to how it is told this week . I would like 
to deal with  two differences that usually are not 
noticed.   
We are all certain that main guilty party in the sin of the 
spies are the spies… . They spied, they came back, they 
spoke slander – and then they caused all the people to 
cry. Well, surprise! If you read the story in our parsha , 
we find that there is not even a hint of guilt mentioned 
against the spies. Furthermore - according to the story 
told by  Moshe , they themselves did not sin; 

י דּו ֵאֵלֵ֑ ִ֖ ֶרץ ַויֹורִּ י ָהָאָ֔ ִ֣ ְפרִּ ְק֤חּו ְבָיָד֙ם מִּ נּו ָדָב֙ר ַויִּ בּו ֹאָת֤ נּו ַוָישִִּׁ֨

 ִֹ֣ ֶרץ ֲאֶשרַוי ה ָהָאָ֔ ּו טֹוָבִ֣ נּו 'ָה   אְמרָ֔ ן ָלָֽ ינּו ֹנֵת   1.ֱאֹלֵהִ֖

And they took some of the fruit of the land in their 
hand[s] and brought it down to us, brought us back 
word, and said, "The land the Lord, our God, is giving us 
is good." 
 

A Good land! So, who is to blame? 

ם ַלָֽ  יֶתִ֖ א ֲאבִּ  ֹ ת ַוַתְמ֕רּו ֶאתְול י  ֲעֹלֵ֑ ם 'הִ֖ פִּ  ֵהיֶכָֽ  2.ֱאֹלָֽ

But you did not want to go up, and you rebelled against 
the commandment of the Lord, your God 
. 
Unbelievable  - The people of Israel are  the source of the 
sin. This is even more  amazing when you take in to 
account that the "People of Israel" listening to Moshe 
now  were  not part of the sin - they were not even born 
then, or  perhaps they were children. Moses frees the 
spies from responsibility . He doesn’t even distinguish 
between Joshua and Caleb and the  rest at this point. You 
didn’t want to go up! This is the first difference 
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Slander about whom? 
The second difference lies in the sin itself. If you ask a  
child what was the sin of the spies, he will  answer: "Dibat 
Haaretz" – Slander about the Land of Israel .In Shelach 
the Torah tells us : 

תּ֙ו  ַבתַוָימ ִׁ֨ י דִּ ֵא  ֹוצִּ ים מָֽ ֲאָנשִָּ֔ י  ָהָֽ ְפֵנ  ה לִּ ה ַבַמֵגָפִ֖ ֶרץ ָרָעֵ֑  3.ה'ָהָאִ֖

the men who spread an evil report about the Land died 
in the plague, before the Lord. 
. 

The spies said the land will  "eat you alive", all the people 
they saw in it were giants . Now hear the words spoken 
by Moshe this week  - Well, not only did you sin and not 
the spies, the sin  is 'upgraded'. Not only libel againt the 
land , but: 

ת  ְנַא֤ ּו ְבשִּ אְמרָ֔ ֳהֵליֶכ֙ם ַותִֹ֣ ְג֤נּו ְבָאָֽ ֶרץ  'ה֙ ַוֵתָרָֽ נּו ֵמֶאִ֣ יָאִ֖ ֹוצִּ נּו הָֽ ֹאָתָ֔

נּו יֵדָֽ י ְלַהְשמִּ ִ֖ ֱאֹמרִּ נּו ְבַי ד ָהָֽ ת ֹאָתָ֛ ם ָלֵת  יִּ ְצָרֵ֑  4.מִּ

You grumbled in your tents and said, '"Because the Lord 
hates us, He took us out of the land of Egypt, to deliver 
us into the hand[s] of the Amorites to exterminate us. 
Rashi explains immediately: 
You grumbled: Heb. ַוֵתָרְגנּו. This is an expression 
denoting slander. It is similar to (Prov. 18:8)“The words 
of a ְרָגן  ..i.e., of a slanderer ” נִּ
The indictment, then, is a libel about ... God! We spoke  
libel about  God hating us, God forbid. 

So what exactly was the sin? In Shelach it would seem 
the people join in the with the sin of the spies, out of 
fear, and this makes them cry – but in out Parsha the libel 
of the people is much much worse. 
 
The Inferior son 
I must ask -  I can somehow figure out how it is possible 
to speak slander about the Land of  Israel, but what does 
it means to speak  libel about  God ?? What was the 
content of this slander? After all, this was a very great 
generation, how can we explain this libel - that God 
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'hated us` ?! Even libel must have some logic . what is the 
logic here? 

Rashi says something fascinating 
This may be compared to a mortal king who had two 
sons and two fields, one well irrigated, the other 
dependent upon rain only. To the son he loved, he gave 
the well irrigated field, and to the one he hated, he gave 
the one dependent upon rain only. The land of Egypt is 
a well irrigated country, for the Nile rises and irrigates 
it, while the land of Canaan is dependent upon rain 
only. He took us out of [the irrigated] Egypt to give us 
the arid land of Canaan (Num. Rabbah 17) 
 
Egypt is the irrigated land–the  Nile rises and waters the 
fields. In contrast, the Land of Israel is the land 
dependent on rain, which needs much work and toil to 
bring water to the fields. Now we can understand -The 
People of Israel felt like an inferior  son in front of their 
brother, God hates us and the proof  is that he chose to 
give us this land, a land dependent on rain and hard 
work. 
So, why did we dream in Egypt about a land flowing with 
milk and honey! Hadn't we not heard  the stories of our 
grandparents about Canaan, the land that depends on 
rain ? Didn’t we notice that in Egypt the  Nile provides a 
constant easy source of water ?Is this really slander? 
 

Grumbling   – turning   interpretation into  facts 
It seems to me that the key to understanding these two 
essential differences between the parshot , begins with 
this unique concept in  the Torah –grumbling ,  what 
does it mean t? 

Rashi, quoting a verse from Proverbs stated, from which 
he learned the meaning of this word: 

ְבֵרי ְרָגן דִּ ים נִּ ְתַלֲהמִּ  5.ָיְרדּו ַחְדֵרי ָבֶטן ְוֵהם ְכמִּ

The words of a grumbler are like blows, and they 

descend into the inmost parts  

On this verse, Rashi explains that the words of slander  
are like  shock waves  which are more severe than a 
physical blow that comes from outside  the body. the 
words are like shock waves, they hit you hard and 
penetrate into  the internal organs. 
Israel are right - Egypt is an irrigated land and the Land 
of Israel is barren, land of mountains and hills. After all, 
this itself is  the praise of Canaan of the land of Egypt  -  

ת  ים ּוְבָקֹעֵ֑ ִ֖ ֶרץ ָהרִּ ּה ֶא  ְשָתָ֔ ָמ֙ה ְלרִּ ים ָש֙ ם ֹעְברִּ  ר ַאֶתֶּ֜ ֶרץ ֲאֶשִׁ֨ ְוָהָאָ֗

ְשֶתהלִּ  ם תִּ יִּ ר ַהָשַמִ֖ ם ְמַט  יִּ  6.ָמָֽ

But the land, to which you pass to possess, is a land of 

mountains and valleys and absorbs water from the 

rains of heaven, 

Slander is not 'how the country is ' objectively. Slander is 
the interpretation you give to things. When the 
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atmosphere is an atmosphere of incitement, an 
atmosphere of disbelief - then all the facts become 
defamations. This is the key to the whole pasha  - a lack 
of faith not only between individuals, but between man 
and God. After all, no one disputes the facts. The 
disagreement is whether the mountains and hills are 
good  , or God forbid bad. The answer can be  found only 
in your mind, You cannot read about it in any 
encyclopedia. 
 

About Trust 
If your gut feeling , your interpretation, assumes that 
God wants to destroy us, if you do not believe in the 
power given to you by God, and that everything he does 
for us is for the good  - then the same things that  
yesterday you dreamt about  will become full of hatred. 
If it penetrates to your kishkes  it will be  impossible to 
cure it. God had to let the whole  generation die in the  
desert and bring up  their children to learn a different 
interpretation, a positive one towards  life. 
Does  the sin of the spies belong here? Of course not. The 
sin of the spies as told now by Moshe  becomes the 
possible sin of each and every one of us. This is a sin of 
making interpretation fact.. This depth understanding of 
Lashon Hara  - if we interpret something as being bad , 
does not matter what God will do - in our  eyes he 'hates' 
us , God forbid. 

The same is true with mitzvot bein adam lechaviero  - 
when you lose your trust in someone, you give bad 
interpretations to all he does , and these interpretations 
you consider to be  facts, and then, God forbid, nothing 
can  be cured. If we interpret in a  good way – we will  
believe in God and in our friends.  
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