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“The advantage of being a slave" 
 

 

The holiness of the Kohanim 

Our parsha deals with the holiness of the 
kohanim in two parts – the first, the laws of 
disabled or maimed priests who are unable to 
work in the temple, but are able to eat certain 
sacrifices and tithes. In the second part, the Torah 
teaches us that impure kohanim must not offer 
or eat sacrifices. This part ends with the law that 
non-kohanim must also not eat holy sacrifices. 

We usually see these laws as being relevant only 
when the temple is standing – but, as we try every 
week, we will show how the Torah is relevant 
always – and how these laws relate to our own 
lives. 

The agile Kohanim 

The law of the maimed and disabled Kohanim 
starts in the usual style of the Torah  

ר אֹמר ֹמֶשה ֶאל' ה ַוְיַדבֵּ ר לֵּ אֹמר ַאֲהֹרן ֶאל ַדבֵּ  ַזְרֲעָךִמִ ִאיש לֵּ
   ֱאֹלָהיו ֶלֶחם ְלַהְקִריב ִיְקַרב לֹא מּום בֹו ִיְהֶיה ֲאֶשר ְלֹדֹרָתם

And God spoke to Moshe saying – Speak to Aaron, 
any one of your descendants who is maimed, may 
not offer sacrifices  

God instructs Moshe to teach only Aaron and his 
sons – what does Moshe do ? 

רוִַ ל ְבנֵּי ָכל ְוֶאל ָבָניו ְוֶאל ַאֲהֹרן ֶאל ֹמֶשה ְיַדבֵּ    ִיְשָראֵּ

And Moshe spoke to Aaron, his children, and to 
the whole of Israel. 

Why did Moshe teach the rest of Israel? God 
didn’t tell him too and the laws are not relevant 
for them. Rashi gives a strange answer 

To tell  the courts to warn the Kohanim 

God didn’t tell him to do this, but there is another 
question that arises from Rashi  - There is a 
halachic idea that "Kohanim are agile"  This 
doesn’t mean that they are athletes, it means 
they are focused and serious about their holy 
tasks. This idea has halachic ramifications – 
Certain rabbinic decrees divised to prevent 

potential problems have exemptions for the agile 
Kohanim, for example rabbinic laws of Shabbat 
called "shvut". If this is so, why do the courts have 
to warn the Kohanim to do their job properly? 
They are agile and holy 

To use all of our abilities 

Moshe is teaching us an important lesson about 
how to utilize our internal strengths 

Just as the kohanim are agile, we also have 
positive personality traits. The kohanim are agile 
and fast when they are working in the holy 
temple – for this reason they don’t need any 
warning as they are intrinsically agile. What 
happens when they are not working in the 
temple? The Torah teaches us many laws relating 
to their lives outside – with whom they can marry, 
the prohibition of becoming impure. What 
happens during the exile then there is no temple? 
This trait of agility becomes dormant, and so the 
courts must remind and warn the kohanim to 
keep their other rules. 

In other words – personality traits become 
apparent only if you activate and use them. If you 
are not active, your DNA won't help you. 

The Alter Rebbe brings a parable – Take Mr. 
Universe, with many years of experience as a 
wrestler and great strength. Put him in a ring with 
a tiny weak person and let the fight begin. It is 
obvious who will win. But, if the body builder is 
depressed and the weakling is  full of motivation 
he will win. Why? Because you can only utilize 
your strength if you want to. If you don’t work, 
your character won't work for you. 

The Caananite is more important then you. 

The second rule we learnt is that a non-kohen 
cannot eat sacrifices. Who is a non-kohen? All of 
us who are not kohanim. Even if he is great 
Zaddik, he is still not allowed to eat sacrificial 
meat or priestly tithes. 
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There is one surprising exemption to this rule – a 
non-kohen who can eat holy food: 

ן יתֹו ִויִליד בֹו יֹאַכל הּוא ַכְסּפֹו ִקְנַין ֶנֶפש ִיְקֶנה ִכי ְוֹכהֵּ ם בֵּ  הֵּ
   ְבַלְחמֹו יֹאְכלּו

And a Kohen, if he buys a slave – he and his 
children can eat his (holy) bread 

In other words the "Cannanite slave" who isn’t 
one hundred percent jewish, he, and his children, 
sons of female slave, they can eat holy tithes for 
breakfast! In other words – if Rabbi Akiva were to 
eat them they would be liable for the death 
penalty, but a non-Jewish slave and his family can 
eat as much as they like. 

This law teaches us what makes the slave more 
important than the Zadik – he is able to eat the 
holy food because he sees himself as insignificant 
in relation to the Kohen, his master. This is a 
lesson for life – not just for kohanim . 

A slave with "yichus" 

In hallel we sing the verse by Kind David 

ָרי ִּפַתְחתִָ ֲאָמֶתָך ֶבן ַעְבְדָך ֲאִני ַעְבֶדָך ֲאִני ִכי' ה ָָנהא    ְלמֹוסֵּ

Please God, because I am your slave, the son of 
your slave , you have freed me from my restraints 

David teaches us that the way to be free isn’t just 
to be God's slave, but to be a slave who is a son 
of a slave. 

If I a am hardworking slave and one day I am 
asked to do something degrading like polishing 
the king's shoes – I may sigh and do the job with 
a bad feeling, when I remember that once I was 
a free man. But If I was born a slave, and am a 
second or third generation slave then I will be 
happy knowing that grandfather worked in the 
garden, mother in the kitchen and I have the 
honour of polishing the king`s shoes – this is 
freedom  and happiness! 

Eating with God 

Our Rabbis teach us  

Anyone who enjoys something from this world 
without saying a bracha, it is if he has eaten from 
God's part of the sacrifice – as it is written, "The 
whole world is God's " 

In other words – before the bracha the food is 
Gods and too holy to eat, an afterwards I may. 
How does the bracha change things? Sacrificial 
food can't become normal food again. 

The answer is when we say נוילוה-א' ה אתה ברוך 

העולם מלך  Blessed are you God, king of the world 

we are crowning God as our king. If he is our king, 

we are his slaves – and just as a slave of a Kohen 

can eat sacrificial food, so may we! 
 

For more details of Rav Elon’s Shiurim and to 
receive “A taste of Shabbat” weekly 
www.hithabrut.org  hithabrut613@gmail.com  
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