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“Lag BeOmer and life" 
 

Detached from the world 
 
Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai is often seen as someone 
completely detached from life. He leaves the cave 
with his son, and then 
Everywhere he looked was burnt1 
The reason he gives for burning with his eyes 
everything he sees is a seemingly completely cut 
off from normal life 
How can people turn away from the eternal 
world in order to deal with the finite world? 
 
Torah VeAvoda 
This was no momentary anger – it was his way of 
life. The Gemara in Berachot 2 tells us of a 
fundamental argument between Rabbi Yishmael 
and Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai, that forms the basis 
for different views on the relationship between 
the  Torah and labour.  
 Our Rabbis taught: 'And you shall gather in your 
corn' (Devarim, 11:14). What is to be learned 
from these words? Since it says, 'this book of the 
law shall not depart from your mouth' (Yehoshua, 
1:8), Is  this injunction is to be taken literally?? 
 
There is a contraction between the verses – either 
we have time to learn or to toil the land 
 

Therefore, it says, 'And you shall gather in your 
corn', which implies you are to combine the 
study of Torah with a worldly occupation. This 
is the view of Rabbi Yishmael.  
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In other words Rabbi Yishmael wants to educate 
us to combine Torah study in our worldly lives. 
Rabbi Shimon disagrees firmly –  

Is that possible? If a man ploughs in the 
plowing season, sows in the sowing season, 
reaps in the reaping season, threshes in the 
threshing season, and winnows in the season of 
wind… 
You stay at work for "only" another half an hour, 
and then you will go to the shiur – but then you 
discover more and more work to be done –  

 what is to become of the Torah??? 
So how does Rabbi Shimon want us to live? 
 
Rely on Rabbi Shimon  
But when Israel performs the will of the 
Omnipresent, their work is performed by 
others,….and when Israel do not perform the 
will of the Omnipresent their work is carried 
out by themselves, as it says, 'And you shall 
gather in your corn.' 
In other words in an ideal world we will have just 
Torah. Compromises are not acceptable – but 
this is what he sees when he leaves the cave – 
people not learning and working instead. Is it 
possible to live in this ideal way? Abaye sums up 
the answer 
Abaye said: 'Many have followed Rabbi 
Yishmael's advice and it has worked well; 
others have followed Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai 
and been unsuccessful.  
In other words – it doesn’t work. Even so , every 
year, in holy unity, masses of people flock to 
Meron on LagBeomer full of love and craving. 
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What is the secret of this figure who seems so 
detached from life who is able to connect and 
join us all in unity once a year at Meron? 
The Jewish Fire 
The Halacha tells us 3, that if you are unable to 
learn Torah all day, it is enough to study a chapter 
in the morning and in the evening, or even one 
verse in the morning and one in the evening. What 
is the verse? "Shema Yisrael.." Who teaches us this 
law? - Rabbi Shimon ! the same Tanna who  
demands a life of just learning Torah. 
Only someone who sees how our world is 
temporary and without substance, that "Ein Od 
Milvado" – there is only G'd, only he can see that 
a Jew, the son of the King made up of jewels (in 
the famous story of Rabbi Nachman) , is able, by 
one Shema Yisrael, to turn the whole world 
upside down and show that God is one, and 
there is nothing else – all our earthly endevours 
are thin air – there is only G'd. This is what Rabbi 
Shimon taught his son Rabbi Elazar  
When they came out the cave for the second 
time, they saw Jew running with two Haddasim 
– Rabbi Shimon asked why, and he told the two 
Rabbis that they are in honour of Shabbat – 
One for Shamor (keeping Shabbat) and one for 
Zachor (remembering Shabbat)  
This is what Rabbi Shimon wanted to hear 
See how Jews love the mitzvot4 
See how we can make this world holy and bring 
Shabbat into it. See how this jew dances with the 
two branches in honour of Shabbat as we dance 
before a bride – see the holy union between man 
and the infinite.. 
 
Connecting to life 
 
When Rabbi Elazar was young, his father Rabbi 
Shimon sent him to be blessed by the Torah giants  
of the generation : 
They said to him: ‘May it be [Heaven's] pleasure 
that you sow and not mow , that what you bring 
in not go out,  that what goes out you not bring 
in; that your house be desolate and your inn be 
inhabited; that your board be disturbed and you 
not see  a new year 
He complains to his father  
Not just did they not bless me, they cursed me! 
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Rabbi Shimon tells him  
These are not curses – they are blessings  
then he shows him how each phrase is actually a 
blessing. 
This is the message we need when we read the 
curses in our parsha, we need the fire of Rabbi 
Shimon. 
We must see how curses, deep down, are 
blessings. We can talk about this as a philosophy – 
but the only way to internalize it is to come to 
Meron – According to one opinion the day he died, 
he taught us to be happy and dance , to see how 
death can show what eternal life is. To be warmed 
by the bonfires, and see that we have an eternal 
fire inside us giving testimony to the infinite – In 
emergencies and difficult times, rely on Rabbi 
Shimon .  
 
 
May the happiness of Lag Beomer continue and 
help us prepare to receive the Torah . 
 

 

For more details of Rav Elon’s Shiurim and to 
receive “A taste of Shabbat” weekly 
www.hithabrut.org  hithabrut613@gmail.com  
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