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“The eighth day" 
 

 

Our Parsha, Shmini, is a direct continuation of 

Parshat Tzav that we read last week. Last week's 

parsha ended with the command given to the 

Cohanim for the duration of the seven days of 

preparation  :  

ַתח ל ּוִמפֶּ    ָיִמים ִשְבַעת, ֵתְצאּו לֹא מֹוֵעד ֹאהֶּ

And they shall not leave the tent of meeting for 

seven days1 

After a week of preparations the big day, the eighth 

day, arrives: 

ה ָקָרא ַהְשִמיִני ַבּיֹום ַוְיִהי ..   ֹמשֶּ  

And on the Eighth day Moshe called…2 

As Rashi tells us  :  

The Eight day of preparation was the first day of 

Nissan on which the Mishkan was erected, the day 

the midrash tells us that Israel received ten crowns.3 

Why does Rashi have to tell us that the eighth day 

was the eighth day of preparations? We have just 

read about the first seven days. We also always look 

for a hidden meaning in the name of the parsha, to 

see how it contains the central message of the 

parsha – In our case it would seem to be a technical 

and "parve" name. 

Preparations! 

The eighth day was preceeded with seven days of 

preparation – Usually we see day eight as a 

separate day, not part of the preparation days but 

the consecration day of the Mishkan. Rashi teaches 

                                                           
1 Vayikra 8:33 
2 Ibid 9:1 

us that the eighth day was a day of preparation – 

and this is a very important point that we will 

understand only if we understand what the 

preparation was. 

Our world is built around the number seven, the 

seven preparation days mirror the days of creation 

– not just the secular working days, but Shabbat 

too. Even so the seven preparation days teach us 

that there is still something missing. The Sfat Emet 

explains this point: 

"The Eighth day  - Because we have to fix the seven 

days of nature, and this was after the sin of the 

golden calf via the mishkan. The preparation days 

filled (Hebrew milui – like miluim – preparation ) the 

void made by the sin, and then we were merited with 

the enlightenment of the eighth day , on a higher 

level than nature"4 

The seven days of preparation are days of "filling" 

the void in the world caused by the sin of the 

golden calf, and healed by the holiness of the 

Mishkan. 

The Eighth day 

The number eight signifies something completely 

different. Seven is a physical reality – everything in 

the natural world has six sides like a cube, and the 

content, the inner side is the seventh. Eight signifies 

things that are above nature , something G'dly and 

not understandable. For example, our Rabbis teach 

us that the harp of the temple had 7 strings, but in 

the future there will be eight. Our music has 7 tones 

3 Rashi ibid 
4 Sfat Emet Shmini 5641 "bamidrash" 
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in each scale – from "Do" to "So", in the future 

another will be added. 

The whole book of Vayikra is full of the relationship 

between seven and eight: The counting of the 

Omer is seven weeks of seven days until "the day 

following Shabbat" – the eighth day of the giving of 

the Torah . The Shmita year has seven cycles of 

seven years until the year of the Yuvel.So why does 

Rashi call the Eighth day a day of preparation? 

There is no fire without work first! 

Rashi teaches us that the eighth day doesn’t stand 

alone.  It is a day of Devine enlightenment. During 

the seven days of nature we are continually filling 

voids in the world and in our life – Our parsha uses 

the vowel "to fill" often and in different contexts. The 

eighth day has nothing to do with filling the void – 

nothing to do with what we can perceive or 

understand  - it is a day of G'd's fire coming down 

from heaven . 

This fire will not come down from heaven without 

seven days of preparation on our side beforehand. 

The heavenly eighth day depends on our seven 

days of preparation. The world to come depends 

on one thing – what we do in this world. The Alter 

Rebbe explains this point in an amazing way: 

This culminating fulfillment of the Messianic Era and 

of the Resurrection of the Dead, which is the 

revelation of the light of the blessed En Sof in this 

material world, depends on our actions and service 

throughout the duration of the galut. For what 

causes the reward of a commandment is the 

commandment itself, because by virtue of 

performing it the person suffuses a flood of light of 

the blessed En Sof from above downwards, to be 

clothed in the corporeality of the world, in something 

that was previously under the dominion of the 

kelipat nogah, from which it had received its vitality.5 

Not just the physical exile – Galut (legalot in Hebrew 

– to exile and to reveal) means there is something 

left to be revealed. We must answer the call, if we 

don’t fill this void in the seven days of preparation, 

there will be no eighth day. 

Newlyweds look forward to their week of Sheva 

brachot – but their real life begins on the eighth day   

- this is the day the divine presence fills the home, 

but only after hard work by the couple in building 

                                                           
5 Tanya – chap. 37 , translation by Kehat. 

their home do they merit the divine presence being 

with them. The eighth day comes only after seven 

days of preparation.. this is the message of our 

parsha, and the sin of Nadav and Avihu who tried 

to separate the eighth day from the seven that 

preceded it, the laws of kashrut and the finale  

ש ּוֵבין ַהֹחל    6ּוְלַהְבִדיל, ֵבין ַהֹקדֶּ

To differentiate between the holy and the profane 

– to understand our role in filling the void and 

revealing G'd's presence in this world, may we merit 

to see it . 

For more details of Rav Elon’s Shiurim and to receive “A 
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