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Our Parsha, Tzav, continues the description of the 

various types of sacrifices started in Parshat Vayikra. 

The Torah describes the sacrifices from the 

perspective of the donator in Vayikra, and this week 

deals with the duties of the Cohanim. 

The Torah of the Olah – the burnt offering 

The first description (that the Torah itself calls a  

"torah) is about the Olah, the burnt offering – not 

the type given as a donation or to fulfill an oath, but 

the daily olah, that begins and ends  the daily 

sacrifices on the alter. 

Just as it is forbidden to bring a sacrifice before the 

morning Olah,  it's also forbidden to bring a sacrifice 

after the afternoon olah (Rambam Tamidim 1:3) 

יו ְוֶאת ַאֲהֹרן ֶאת ַצו נָּ ֹעלָּה ּתֹוַרת זֹאת ֵלאֹמר בָּ ֹעלָּה ִהוא הָּ  ַעל הָּ

ה ל ַהִמְזֵבחַַ ַעל מֹוְקדָּ . בֹו ּתּוַקד ַהִמְזֵבחַַ ְוֵאׁש ַהֹבֶקר ַעד ַהַלְילָּה כָּ

ַבׁש רֹו ַעל ִיְלַבׁש ַבד ּוִמְכְנֵסי ַבד ִמּדֹו ַהֹכֵהן ְולָּ  ַהֶּדֶׁשן ֶאת ְוֵהִרים ְבשָּ

ֵאׁש ּתֹאַכל ֲאֶׁשר ֹעלָּה ֶאת הָּ מֹו ַהִמְזֵבחַַ ַעל הָּ . ַהִמְזֵבחַַ ֵאֶצל ְושָּ

ַׁשט יו ֶאת, ּופָּ דָּ ִדים ְולַָּבׁש ְבגָּ  ֶאל ַהֶּדֶׁשן ֶאת ְוהֹוִציא ֲאֵחִרים ְבגָּ

קֹום ֶאל ַלַמֲחֶנה ִמחּוץ הֹור מָּ ֵאׁש טָּ  לֹא בֹו ּתּוַקד ַהִמְזֵבחַַ ַעל ְוהָּ

ֶליהַָּ ּוִבֵער ִתְכֶבה ַרְך ַבֹבֶקר ַבֹבֶקר ֵעִצים ַהֹכֵהן עָּ ֶליהַָּ ְועָּ ֹעלַָּ עָּ  ההָּ

ֶליהַָּ ְוִהְקִטיר ִמים ֶחְלֵבי עָּ   (ה-ב:ו ויקרא)  ַהְשלָּ

 

Command Aaron and his sons, saying, This is the 

law of the burnt offering: That is the burnt offering 

which burns on the altar all night until morning, and 

the fire of the altar shall burn with it. And the kohen 

shall don his linen tunic, and he shall don his linen 

trousers on his flesh. And he shall lift out the ashes 

into which the fire has consumed the burnt offering 

upon the altar, and put them down next to the altar. 

He shall then take off his garments and put on other 

garments, and he shall take out the ashes to a clean 

place outside the camp. And the fire on the altar 

shall burn on it; it shall not go out. The kohen shall 

kindle wood upon it every morning, and upon it, he 

shall arrange the burnt offering and cause the fats 

of the peace offerings to [go up in] smoke upon it. 

This passage teaches us the the daily fixed  schedule 

of the Cohen in the beit hamikdash . He arrives in 

the morning to "lift out the ashes" – to remove 

leftovers on the alter to another corner called the 

Tapuach – from there they are removed daily  to a 

pure place outside the camp. After the ash removal 

begin the preparations for the sacrifice of the 

morning Olah – burnt offering. The main job of the 

Cohen is to be responsible for "And the fire on the 

altar shall burn on it; it shall not go out" . This law is 

so important that it is mentioned twice, in 

consecutive verses. 

Our Rabbis tell us an amazing thing 

"Even though fire comes down from heaven to 

consume the sacrifices, it is still a mitzvah for man 

to bring the flame" (Yoma 21b) 

Rashi teaches us that the eternal fire on the alter is 

the same light used to light the menorah (Rashi 

Vayikra 6:6) 

We will "live with the times" and see what how this 

law relates to our personal lives, how we can light 

our lives with this eternal fire 

To extinguish the "no" 

Sometimes the best way to explain an idea is to tell 

a story. 
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There is a special story told by the Alter Rebbe, 

about his rebbe – the Maggid of Mezrich (the 

student of the Baal Shem Tov) . The Maggid had a 

"holy group" of students, who developed the 

Hassidic movement as we know it nowadays. The 

group was made up of Rabbi Elimelech from 

Lizhensk, his brother Reb Zusha from Anipoli, Rabbi 

Levi Yitschak from Berdichev, Reb Ahron Hagadol 

from Karlin, the Alter Rebbe and others. Sometimes 

the maggid would teach all the group together, but 

some were taught "beyechidut" in a "private lesson" 

. The Alter Rebbe tells us of such a Torah that The 

Maggid taught him privately and repeated ten 

times. The Alter Rebbe writes that the reason was 

for this Torah to be dissipated in all of the ten 

attributes of his soul (Chochma, Bina, Daat, Chessed 

etc). 

What did the Maggid teach in this lesson? 

"Though fire descends from Above, spontaneously, it 

is a mitzva to bring from the 'ordinary,' by man. 

(Man's action is) an awakening from below which 

engenders an awakening Above. (For the nature of 

spirit is that) 'spirit elicits (another, responding) spirit 

and in turn calls forth another, yet higher spirit.' The 

spirit from below elicits the spirit from Above, calling 

forth spirit from higher and still higher.It is a positive 

mitzva to kindle fire on the altar. 'Altar' refers to the 

'man who offers of you.' The offering itself is 

insufficient. Man must kindle a fire on the offering 

that is 'of you.' This fire, lo tichbeh (literally, 'it shall 

not be extinguished'), shall extinguish (tichbeh) the 

lo (the 'no,' the negative). (Hayom Yom for 20 Adar 

II)." 

In order for G'd to bring fire down from heaven to 

the alter, man must first awaken and light a fire – 

the alter is man himself "In my heart I will built a 

tabernacle… and put in it an alter" (Rav Hutner ) . It 

is not enough just to bring a sacrifice , there is an 

independent need for an eternal fire, an eternal 

burning , it is not just "not extinguished"  - it 

extinguishes the "no" – all difficulties and 

opposition. 

Now we arrive at the deepest part of this torah : 

"You, my pupil," he said to me, "are in need of this 

constant fire, for yours is the duty of extinguishing 

the great NO " 

You, he told him,  must extinguish great 

oppositions– some even from great rabbis. This is 

done in two ways – from man's perspective, and 

from G'd's. From your perspective simply light a 

large warming fire "A constant flame" – Extinguish 

the "no" and G'd will turn it into "yes" 

Only G'd can do this – not just extinguishing all the 

"no"s , but due to the eternal flame burning inside 

us, he will turn these extinguished "no"s to yeses – 

to a great good "sins will be turned into good deeds " 

The Torah of the Olah, the burnt offering can also 

be translated as "the offering the makes things rise" 

– it is able to raise everything. Even things that look 

to me to be in complete opposition, things that get 

in the way – they can all be lifted up to G'd – all this 

on condition that we have an eternal internal 

burning – that nothing, no problem, bad feelings or 

opposition can stop . Don’t complain about evil – 

add love, light a warm fire, a pure fire – it will 

extinguish all the "no"s and G'd will turn them into 

"yes" 

May we be able to keep our internal flame alight, 

and soon have the merit to see the eternal flame in 

the Bet Hamikdash – Amen ! 
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