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The Mishkan report 

Our parsha begins the summary of the 
construction of the mishkan. Moshe gives a 
detailed report of income and expenditure  
during the project : 

ל ב-כָּ ׂשּוי, ַהזָּהָּ ה ֶהעָּ אכָּ לָּ ֹכל, ַלמְּ ֶלאֶכת, בְּ ִהי--ַהֹקֶדׁש מְּ  ַויְּ
ַהב ה זְּ נּופָּ ַׁשע, ַהתְּ ִרים תֵּ ֶעׂשְּ ר וְּ ַבע, ִככָּ אֹות ּוׁשְּ ֹלִׁשים מֵּ  ּוׁשְּ
ֶׁשֶקל, ֶׁשֶקל ֶכֶסף . ַהֹקֶדׁש בְּ י וְּ קּודֵּ ה פְּ דָּ עֵּ ַאת, הָּ ר מְּ ֶאֶלף; ִככָּ  וְּ
ַבע אֹות ּוׁשְּ ה מֵּ ִעים ַוֲחִמשָּ ִׁשבְּ , ֶבַקע . ַהֹקֶדׁש ֶׁשֶקלבְְּּ--ֶׁשֶקל, וְּ

ֹגֶלת ֶׁשֶקל, ַהֶשֶקל ַמֲחִצית, ַלגֻּלְּ ֹכל--ַהֹקֶדׁש בְּ ר לְּ ֹעבֵּ -ַעל הָּ
ִדים קֻּ ִרים ִמֶבן, ַהפְּ נָּה ֶעׂשְּ ה ׁשָּ לָּ ַמעְּ ׁש, וָּ ׁשֵּ אֹות-לְּ  ֶאֶלף מֵּ
ֹלֶׁשת ִפים ּוׁשְּ ׁש, ֲאלָּ אֹות ַוֲחמֵּ ִהי .ַוֲחִמִשים מֵּ ַאת, ַויְּ  ִכַכר מְּ
ֶצֶקת, ַהֶכֶסף ת לָּ נֵּי אֵּ ת, ַהֹקֶדׁש ַאדְּ אֵּ נֵּי וְּ ֹרֶכת ַאדְּ  ַהפָּ

All the gold that was used for the work, in all the 
work of the sanctuary, even the gold of the wave 
offering, was twenty-nine talents, and seven 
hundred and thirty shekels, according to the 
shekel of the sanctuary. The silver of those who 
were numbered of the congregation was one 
hundred talents, and a thousand, seven 
hundred and seventy-five shekels, according to 
the shekel of the sanctuary; a bekah for every 
man, that is, half a shekel, according to the 
shekel of the sanctuary, for everyone who was 
numbered, from twenty years old and upward, 
for six hundred and three thousand, five 
hundred and fifty men. The hundred talents of 
silver were for casting the sockets of the 
sanctuary and the sockets of the veil—a 
hundred sockets of the hundred talents, a talent 
for a socket.1. 

After the summary, the Torah describes once 
again, and for the last time, the building and 

                                                           
1 Exodus 38:24-27 

production of the Mishkan, especially the 
uniforms of the kohanim. The project reaches 
its last stages as the various components are 
brought to Moshe to be put together: 

ן ֶאת ַויִָּביאּו כָּ ֹאֶהל ֶאת ֹמֶׁשה ֶאל ַהִמׁשְּ ֶאת הָּ ל וְּ יו כָּ לָּ א... כֵּ  ַוַירְּ
ל ֶאת ֹמֶׁשה ה כָּ אכָּ לָּ ִהנֵּה ַהמְּ ׂשּו וְּ ּה עָּ ן' ה ִצּוָּה ַכֲאֶׁשר ֹאתָּ  כֵּ
ׂשּו ֶרְך עָּ בָּ ם ַויְּ  ֹמֶׁשה ֹאתָּ

Now they brought the Mishkan to Moses, the 
tent and all its furnishings its clasps, its planks, 
its bars, its pillars and its sockets.. Moses saw the 
entire work, and lo! they had done it-as the Lord 
had commanded, so had they done. So Moses 
blessed them.2  

We will discuss an emotional and difficult topic. 
We will learn from Moshe, the most humble 
man who ever lived, and see how he reacted 
and from them see how we should cope and 
react. 

Treasurers are exempt but Moshe isn't?! 

According to the halacha, the treasurers of the 
Bet Hamikdash, who deal with all the income 
and expenditure, are exempt from giving a full 
account of their financial dealings. In the words 
of the Rambam : 

We do not enter into a reckoning with the 
trustee of a charitable fund concerning the 
charity he collected or with the treasures of the 
Temple regarding funds consecrated to them, as 
stated [in II Kings 22:7]: "No reckoning shall be 

2 Ibid 39:33/43 
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made with them for the money entrusted to 
them because they are acting in good faith.3 

The treasurers must be completely trustworthy 
and do their job seriously – but are exempt for 
giving reports – in order to allow them to act 
freely. 

If so, then why did Moshe have to give such a 
detailed report? The answer cannot be that he 
was stringent with himself, as the Torah is 
teaching us via him the model workings of the 
temple. It is impossible to think even for a 
second that Moshe had a problem with trust – 
as he is the most trustly man who ever lived, 
certified by G'd himself, who declared 

ל כָּ יִתי בְּ ן בֵּ    !הּוא ֶנֱאמָּ

he is the most faithful in My house.4 

To whom does Moshe have to prove his 
trustfulness? Not to the Jewish People, who 
only a few months ago saw him coming down 
from Mount Sinai, his face glowing with glory. 
The people know he was the one who secured 
G'd's forgiveness for the golden Calf. Since 
Yom Kippur the people have been busy with 
making donations and building the mishkan 
from morning to evening in a positive good 
atmosphere.. So, to whom does he have to give 
detailed account of his monetary 
management? 

Look at his legs! 

 Unfortunate as it may be, gossip and rumours 
didn’t begin only in modern times. Moshe knew 
people gossiped about him too. Yes, even 
about him… 

After the sin of the golden calf, Moshe pitched 
his tent outside of the camp, founding a yeshiva 
(the Ohel Moed) – anyone who wished to find 
Godliness  could leave the camp and go to it. 
Rashi makes an amazing comment: 

and it would be that anyone seeking the Lord-
even the ministering angels-when they would 
ask for the place of the Shechinah, their 

                                                           
3 Rambam Matanot Aniyim 9:11 
4Bamidbar 12:7 
5 Rashi Exodus 33:7 

companions would say to them, “Behold, it is in 
Moses’ tent” -[from Tanchuma 27]5 

 People and angels would come to the tent 
from heaven and earth. The Torah describes a 
fixed daily ritual: 

יָּה הָּ את וְּ צֵּ ֹאֶהל ֶאל מֶׁשה כְּ ל יָּקּומּו הָּ ם כָּ עָּ בּו הָּ ִנצְּ  ֶפַתח ִאיׁש וְּ
ֳהלֹו ִהִביטּו אָּ י וְּ ה ֹבאֹו ַעד מֶׁשה ַאֲחרֵּ ֹאֱהלָּ  הָּ

And it would be that when Moses would go out 
to the tent, all the people would rise and stand, 
each one at the entrance of his tent, and they 
would gaze after Moses until he went into the 
tent.6 

What exactly did people look at? Our rabbis 
give two answers – the first and most logical, is 
quoted by Rashi: 

in admiration. [They would say,] “Fortunate is 
one born of woman who is so assured [by God] 
that the Shechinah follows him to the entrance 
of his tent.”7 

To study the face of a tzadik … but at the 
same time, our rabbis give another 
interpretation: 

What did they say? The would look at him from 
behind and say "look at his neck", "look at his 
legs" – he eats and drinks out of our pocket8 

Unbelievable as it may sound, at the same time 
as  the angels and a majority of people looked 
and admired Moshe's relationship with the 
Divine presence, there were others who 
whispered other hurtful things. Large legs, not 
exactly a criminal offence… 

And they were envious of Moshe 

This is how rumours and complaints start, in a 
few years the famous argument with Korach will 
occur. Bad this argument was, at least it was 
based on a serious claim – not just complaints 
about food or water. Korach asks for sharing of 
power, of equality – but our rabbis see the story 
in a different light. The Tanach tells us 

אּו  ַקנְּ ֹמֶׁשה ַויְּ ַבַמֲחֶנה לְּ    

6 Ibid 8 
7 Rashi ibid. 
8 Tanchuma Pekudai 7 
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And they were envious of Moshe in the camp9  

Not one or two people, two hundred and fifty 
leaders of a large camp who followed them. 
Our Rabbis tell us what their claim was: 

They suspected him of adultery10 

This sounds unbelievable – the same people 
who were afraid to come close to him , and 
who donated so much to the Mishkan, spread 
rumours about the size of his legs and 
adultery? We must see how Moshe reacts, and 
learn from him how to cope ourselves. 

The law of suspicions. 

Our Rabbis answer the question but from a 
different angle. They teach us that anyone who 
suffers from accusations and rumours, should 
introspect and look for something that needs 
to be amended11. It could be that all the stories 
and rumours are complete lies, but the 
suspicion has come in order to awaken the 
person to do something and change 
something in the world. But, they ask, Even 
Moshe was suspected of something, what 
should he need to fix according to this rule? 
Their answer is unbelievable.. Hatred12. Some 
people hated him. 

Hatred doesn’t need a reason, and knows how 
to hide its real reason – not telling the whole 
truth and instead spreading rumours about 
large legs.. 

Moshe teaches us the only way to deal with and 
fix hatred .. To encourage the people to bring 
more and more gifts to the Mishkan, to awaken 
the good in their hearts- the only way to deal 
with the destructiveness of hatred , is to destroy 
it with love. 

Love not hatred 

Our rabbis teach us of the deep hatred that 
Bilam had for us. When he wakes up in the 
morning to saddle his ass by himself Rashi tells 
us : 

                                                           
9 Psalms 106:15 
10 Sanhedrim 110a 
11 Moed Katan 18b 
12 Ibid (hatred of Moshe)  

From here [we learn] that hate causes a 
disregard for the standard [of dignified conduct], 
for he saddled it himself.13 

The midrash continues : 

The Holy One, blessed is He, said, “Wicked one, 
their father Abraham has already preceded you, 
as it says, 'Abraham arose in the morning and 
saddled his donkey’”14 

What is the midrash telling us. Bilam was full of 
dangerous passionate hatred, but was 
defeated by Avraham's passionate love for G'd. 
Love wins against hatred. Against all the cruel 
rumours against Moshe there is only one 
solution.. To continue to build the Mishkan with 
love, love that defeats hatred. Against talk of 
non-confidence, Moshe acts with a passionate 
love giving confidence in his fellow man 

ה ן ְפקּוֵדי ֵאלֶּ ְשכָּ ְשַכן ַהמִּ ֵעֻדת מִּ ר הָּ י ַעל ֻפַקד ֲאשֶּ  פִּ
ה  משֶּ

These are the numbers of the Mishkan, the 
Mishkan of the Testimony, which were counted 
at Moses' command15 
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