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“The Menorah and the king’s feast” 
 

 

The order of construction 

In the third part of our parsha, “Shlishi”, the Torah 

deals with the making of the menorah, after 

speaking about the ark and the show-bread table. 

Let us begin by looking in the order of the 

commandments to build the mishkan. 

The torah begins with the ark, this is a logical 

beginning- from the middle, the Holy of Holies, and 

from there we move out, first to the “kodesh”, with 

three parts, the menorah, the show-bread table and 

the golden alter. The menorah is in the south, 

closest to the Holy of Holies, and the table in the 

north – further away. This is the basis for the famous 

saying of our Rabbis: 

He who wishes to be clever should go south, and 
who wishes to be rich should go north1 

The menorah, with its olive oil, represents wisdom, 

and stands in the south whereas the table, on which 

was put the show-bread every week symbolizes 

wealth and stands in the north. This leads us to a 

question – why does the torah speak first about the 

table, which is further away from the ark, and only 

after that  about the menorah? 

In order to answer the question we must study the 

commandment to produce the menorah. 

Buttons, flowers and one piece of gold. 

The description of the production on the menorah is 

special – on one hand it is very long and detailed, 

more than any other part of the mishkan: buttons, 

flowers, cups, candles. On the other hand, despite 

the many different parts, the menorah must be made 

out of only one piece of gold. This was a very 
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complex and difficult task. Our rabbis take it one 

step further: 

“By itself.” Since Moses found difficulty with it [i.e., 
figuring out how to form the menorah], the Holy One, 
blessed is He, said to him, “Cast the talent 
[equivalent to sixty-four pounds of gold] into the fire, 
and it will be made by itself.2 

This is why the Torah writes “it shall be made” and 

not “make it”. The question must be raised why the 

making of the Menorah was more difficult to 

understand than the making of the angels on the 

ark, for example. They also must be made out of a 

single piece of gold together with the lid of the ark – 

the whole of the making of the mishkan was very 

complex. 

Another question that must be asked: If all Moshe 

had to do was to throw the gold into the furnace – 

with G’d doing the rest, why is there such a long list 

of details of the various components and 

decorations – what can we learn from them? 

Does He need it’s light? 

The next special mention of the menorah is in 

Parshat Behalotcha, in Sefer Bamidbar – with the 

command to “light the candles” 

Speak to Aaron and say to him: "When you light the 
lamps, the seven lamps shall cast their light toward 
the face of the menorah.3 

The gemara, in Menachot, brings a famous midrash 

For how can you say He is in need of light, when the 
whole of the forty years that the Israelites travelled in 
the wilderness they travelled only by His light! But it 
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is a testimony to mankind that the Divine Presence 
rests in Israel4 

According to this well-known midrash – G’d doesn’t 

need our light – the light of the menorah is a sign 

that His presence is in the midst of Israel. But there 

is a lesser known midrash that shines a new light 

onto the menorah – from Midrash Rabba: 

“And when you light” – this is as it is written “You will 
never be darkened by darkness, and your night shall 
be lit up as day5 - so why are we told to light the 
menorah? This may be compared to a king who had 
a friend. The kind told him that he wished to eat at 
his’ home and asked him to prepare. The friend 
prepared a commoner`s chair, a commoner’s lamp, 
and a commoner’s  table. When the king arrived he 
came with a large party of servants with gold 
lanterns (menorahs) . When the friend so this he 
became embarrassed, and hid all the things he had 
prepared as they were for commoners. The king 
asked him “didn’t I tell you I was coming to eat with 
you? – why haven’t you prepared anything?”. The 
friend replied “I saw all the honour surrounding you 
and was embarrassed – so I put away everything I 
had prepared because it was so common”. The king 
replied – “I have no wish to use anything of the 
things I have brought with me, because of our love – 
I only want to use your utensils.6 

  What is this midrash telling us? The king comes 

down from heaven in order to eat. Out of all the 

angels and creation he has made, he wishes only to 

eat with “his friend”. Friend is a special term that 

even the angels are not described by it. Only we are 

loved by G’d. This is because love has ups and 

downs , it may be alight and may almost go out. The 

king wishes to eat at the table (as in the mishkan) 

with us. In truth the angels can offer much more but 

“The Holy One, blessed be He, desired to have an 
abode in the lower worlds”7 The king wants to feel at 

home with the food we serve him 

Moses found difficulty making the menorah 

The aim of the mishkan is “I shell dwell in THEIR 

midst” with us, in our lower world. The mishkan 

serves to allow the dwelling of the divine presence – 

and this is done via each of its parts. Each part also 

has a special use : The table is for the show-bread, 

the ark is for the tablets , the basin for washing 

hands and feet – so what is the use for the 

menorah? Only to give testimony that “I only want to 
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use your utensils” – to show the world that G’d’s 

presence resides in Israel. 

Moshe’s difficulty wasn’t with the technical details, it 

was with the concept of man causing the divine 

presence to come to Earth  

The story in the midrash is unbelievable! The friend 

prepares everything for the king’s visit, and when he 

comes close something that looks bad happens, but 

in the end it brings him to a higher level – he sees 

the real G’dliness. When the servants surround the 

king with heavenly gold vessels he is embarrassed 

despite all his preparations.  He hides everything he 

has made from the king. This is a stage we 

recognize from our own religious experience – 

realizing that despite all we try, we are unable to 

come close to true G’dliness. We perceive G’d’s 

torah, and out of embarrassment hide all of our 

ideas and conceptions in a locked drawer. This is 

not perfectionism; it is a natural, healthy and good 

reaction. 

Moshe’s difficulty was with the concept of man 

making divine buttons and flowers! 

I only want to use your utensils 

Now the king comes to his friend and tells him – 

“dear friend, this is want I love”, I have come down 

from heaven because I want to use your utensils 

and be with you. “I have no wish to use anything of 

the things I have brought with me” – I have enough 

menorah’s in heaven ,” because of our love – I only 

want to use your utensils”.  

G’d wishes to teach us about each flower and 

button, in great detail, to teach us how a loved friend 

can make a menorah for a king – then to throw the 

gold into the furnace, and from there G’d will help 

us, with our utensils, to discover the divine presence 

in the world.  

The menorah is the witness, like wedding witnesses 

who give testimony about the marriage of husband 

to wife. 

But it is a testimony to mankind that the Divine 
Presence rests in Israel8 
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