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A Hard Heart 

In our Parsha the history of the world reaches a new 
peak, step by step . The divine plan is for manhood 
to discover the possibility of exodus from Egypt. 
Freedom is possible. Nowadays as of old, we are 
should look at ourselves as if we are coming out of 
Egypt, and to  find in ourselves internal strength to 
become free. 

We start with a contradiction, one not just in the 
text, but on our whole faith:- The plague of hail 
finished with a deafing silence, Egypt looks like a 
country after a terrible disaster. At this stage, Moshe 
& Aharon are sent (as usual)  to warn Pharoah of 
the upcoming plague – The locusts. The command 
they are given is problematic: 

And the LORD said unto Moses: 'Come to Pharaoh; 
for I have hardened his heart, and the heart of his 
servants, that I might show these My signs in the 
midst of them1; 

This sentence contains a contradiction “Come to 
Pharoah” means come and warn him – because 
there is a reason why you should warn him, in order 
that he may change his mind. In other words he is 
able to make an autonomous decision. However, 
straight afterwards, G'd makes it clear that he has 
hardened Pharaoh's heart – In other words he has 
been forced into a decision without any possibility 
of changing his mind! If so, why should he receive a 
warning? In order to make the question even 
stronger the Torah uses the word  “for” (because) . 
Why come to Pharoah and warn him because   I 
have hardened his heart. The question deepens 
when we see the punishment Pharaoh will receive 
for not taking heed: 
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Else, if you refuse to let My people go, behold, 
tomorrow will I bring locusts into your border2 

But he is unable to let the people go! The game has 
been fixed! 

Freeing ourselves from …. Divine restraints 

Our parsha, which teaches the whole world that 
there is a way out of Egypt, opens with a vital but 
difficult point. Up to now we have learnt that man 
can free himself from Pharoah. We have seen how 
“My name, Hashem” frees us from the numbers of 
Pharoah and gives us our own names of 
redemption. We have seen how the Tzadik stands 
up to deliver G'd's message to the world, and even 
Pharoah (including our own internal Pharoah) can't 
stay apathetic. Now we see a whole new stage and 
level of freedom – Man can  free himself from 
divine decrees! 

The Parsha comes to teach us the strength of 
freedom, that even G'd, despite it being difficult to 
say it, can't stand in its path. Freedom can't be 
stopped! 

We will explain this difficult idea step by step. 

An overriding  Repentance   

The Rambam, in the Laws of Teshuva of Mishne 
Torah, defines a well-known halachic principle : 

There are 24 deeds which hold back Teshuvah: Four 
are the commission of severe sins. God will not 
grant the person who commits such deeds to repent 
because of the gravity of his transgressions.3 

Not only Pharoah, but even – G'd forbid- a jew who 
has fallen very very low, can find himself in a 
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situation that “It is not possible for him to repent” - 
in other words there is a limit to the possibility of  
teshuva – not in every situation is it possible. The 
halachic commentators write in various places that 
this is a very difficult idea. We find an amazing 
expression of this in the works of the Alter Rebbe, 
Ba'al HaTanya: 

To be sure, "He who says, 'I will sin and repent 
afterwards,' is not given an opportunity to do so." 
But this means that such a sinner is not granted the 
auspicious occasion to repent. If, however, he has 
seized the opportunity himself and has repented, 
"Nothing can stand in the way of repentance."4 

In other words : If you “stand in the queue” and go 
via official channels, then no one will accept you or 
your attempt at repentance. But, if you will push, 
despite difficulties, and even if difficulties are 
thrown at you, it is still true that you will not be 
GIVEN an opportunity to do teshuva, in other words 
you will be not be given anything. But, with your 
own strength you can “push in” and, as if to say, 
even G'd cant stop you. Nothing stands in the way 
of Teshuva. This was the mistake of Elisha Ben 
Avuya, “Acher” - “the other one”, Rabbi Meir's 
teacher when he heard the heavenly voice declaring 
“Repent, backsliding children – apart from Acher” - 
he thought there was no chance , and immediately : 

 [Thereupon] he said: Since I have been driven  from 
the next  world,I will go and enjoy this world. So 
Acher went  into evil courses.5 

The Maharsha asks why was he punished for this 
decision? He was acting according to the “Devine 
decree”? The amazing answer of the Maharsha : 

No, he should not have listened – just as Rabbi Meir 
said on his deathbed ''return man, even up to the 
last minute'  and as we say 'Nothing stands in the 
way of repentance'6 

So what if the the Divine voice said otherwise? You 
should not listen. If you will push , nothing will stop 
you. 

The secret Moshe reveals to Pharoah 

Chassidut, in a fascinating talk by the Lubavicher 
Rebbe Ztl, explains the idea via our parsha. Moshe 
was sent to Pharoah to give him a warning, and as 
we have explained, a warning is given only if there is 
a reason, a chance for the person to mend his ways. 
What this means on a deep level is unbelievable - 
“G'd said to Moshe come to Pharoah” why ? 
“BECAUSE I have  hardened his heart” - I can't help 
him, according to the way I do things, with me he 
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doesn't have a chance – and it is his fault, he 
completely deserves the hardening of the heart G'd 
bestows on him. “He is not given the opportunity to 
repent” But..... You Moshe, the child born on the 
river who grew up in Pharoah's house, who knows 
how to pull up the world (Hebrew “Limshot” - 
Moshe) from the lowest places, you go , warn him 
and teach him the deepest secret – even I , G'd, 
can't stop him from doing Teshuva. 

Thank you very much , I can cope myself! There is 
other than G'd... 

Why are we taught this lesson here, in the Rishon of 
the Parsha, during the warning about the plague of 
locusts? This plague is unique in its framework and 
place . It is the only one that isn't independent: 

“ They will come up to the land of Egypt, and eat 
every herb of the land, even all that the hail  left. “7 

We usually don't notice this hitch. Why didn't the 
hail finish off the job? Was there, G'd forbid, a G'dly 
technical fault? Of course not. At the end of the 
miraculous hail, Pharoah simply repents. He stands 
up and announces that he has sinned “G'd is right, 
Me and my people are sinners” On Rambam's 
ladder this is called remorse. So, the next stage 
should be an undertaking for  the future, and so he 
says “I will send you away”. G'd accepts his teshuva, 
and expects it to be true, as he expects and waits 
for all sinners to return: 

I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but 
instead that  turn from their ways and live8 

 What ended Pharoah's repentance? One verse , 
from the “Agricultural supplement” of the next days 
newspaper: 

But the wheat and the spelt were not smitten; for 
they ripen late9 

The Torah doesn't want to teach us the 
fundamentals of Egyptian botany, It would not have 
wasted two whole verses on it . Our Torah, the living 
Torah, comes to teach us that such a giant 
repentance can crash in a second. Not everything 
was destroyed by the hail. It is amazing that 
Pharoah does teshuva of “There is no other but 
G'd” , but then he opens his eyes and sees there is 
something else to rely upon, There is wheat and 
spelt that were not smitten, so.... I am still a god, 
and all is ok. 

This reminds us of the joke about the man who had 
almost given up looking for a parking place in Tel 
Aviv that makes a promise with G'd that if he finds a 
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place to park he will do teshuva and start keeping 
the mitzvot .  As he finishes his prayer, he 
immediately finds a spot to park so he prays to G'd 
and says “It's OK, I have managed on my own!”. Can 
we  relate to to what has happened to Pharoah? he 
has one foot in the door, and then the wheat and 
spelt changed his mind, and then he said something 
like “All is well, I am ok. It was a minor crisis and I 
have passed it” , “Israel will retaliate at the right 
time and place”... 

Revealing the secret to my own Pharoah 

G'd comes to Moshe and says to him – I have 
finished talking with Pharoah. I have hardened his 
heart, according to my rules the gates are locked – I 
will not allow him to repent.  So you , Moshe, save 
him from my attribute of judgement . Save him 
from what is stopping him doing Teshuva, teach him 
nothing can stop teshuva, even me.This is not just a 
lesson for Moshe, it is “In order that you will tell” , 
Come Moshe, come to Pharoah and leave a 
message for all the children of this nation who will 
come after you: If nothing could stop Pharoah from 
doing Teshuva, then nothing can stop anyone from 
doing it. Egypt cannot stop me from being free, and 
neither can, Lehavdil, Hashem. In every generation 
he will put in us an internal Moshe in order to open 
with us the locked gates of repentance. 
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